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MasterCraft construction is held to a higher standard. Meaning you'll fall in love with the patient, diligent way this boat is

built. The pylon alone is mounted in four critical areas. It's this kind of unbending construction standard that keeps a
MasterCraft tight, quiet and like-new years longer than the others. Beyond construction, our styling — the layout, lines
and accoutrements — are nothing short of bewitching. And our performance is so exhilarating, you'll be difficult to
displace from the driver’'s seat. Life's too short for anything less. Find out why a MasterCraft is worth more, and frankly,

s0 is your leisure time. See construction held to a higher standard this month at www.mastercraft.com/construction.

HELD TO A HIGHER STANDARD.
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WORLD SLALOM AND TRICK CHAMPION
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TECHNOLOGY
THE ALL-NEW 2004 D3 X5 SLALOM

AVAILABLE TODAY
65.5" / 66.5" / 67.5" / 68.5"

D3"" " TRICK SKIS CAPTURE
BOTH MEN'S AND WOMEN'S
GOLD MEDALS AT THE 2003
WORLD SKIi CHAMPIONSHIPS

s

‘ @.M@mwmmom' RUSSELL GAY
TO TEAM D3 SKIER "THE BEST TRICK SKIi | HAVE

MANDY NIGHTINGALE EVER RIDDEN"
ON HER INCREDIBLE
TRIPLE CROWN

WORLD TRICEK CHAMPION

U.S. OPEN CHANMPION
U.8. MASTERS CHAMPION
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Water:Ski' & Wakeboard Tournament"
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Presented By v g

Only the best athletes that waterskiing has to offer are invited to compete at the Chevrolet® 45" Masters Water Ski
& Wakeboard Tournament, presented by GM Vortec Engines® Slalom, Tricks, Jump and Ski Fly athletes will have a shot
at their share of over *150,000 in cash and prizes, as well as the ultimate reward—to be named Masters Champion.
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FANCY FEET

U.S. athlete Keith St. Onge has a little fun in January while training for
the Barefoot Water Ski World Championships near his home in Tampa,
Fla. Look for complete coverage of the 2004 Barefoot Worlds in the

May issue.
Photograph by Lynn Novakofski
[







SPRING TRAINING

U.S. athlete April Coble-Eller goes through an intense slalom run while

training for the upcoming season in West Palm Beach, Fla.
Phatograph by Zenon Bilas
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t age 11, Robert “Punky” Forgiana
Ashocked the barefooting warld by

| becoming the youngest barefoot
| water skier to achieve a Master rating in
tricks. Forgiana, pictured here on the
cover of the December/January 1979
issue of The Water Skier, competed for
four U.S. barefoot teams and won multiple
national titles before retiring from compe-
tition at age 17. Forgiana went on to ski
full time for Cypress Gardens, where he

met his wife of 12 years, Ronda. Forgiana
left Cypress Gardens in 2002 to join the
Winter Haven Police Department, where
he currently works as a patrol officer and a
member of the Emergency Response
Team. Though Forgiana has been known to
barefoot with road shows every now and
then, the majority of his time on the water
is spent pulling his S-year-old daughter,
Jessica, on Winter Haven's chain of lakes.
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Cold Water, Warm Hearts: The 10th
annual Eskimo Escapades Shut Up & Ski event was
held Jan. 17 at Volunteer Landing in Knoxville,
Tenn. An event-record 124 participants raised
money for two local charities by water skiing,
wakeboarding, barefooting and kneeboarding.
Skiers, riders and sponsors raised more than
$28,000 for the Dream Connection, which fulfills
dreams of seriously ill children in East Tennessee,

PASS

and The Patricia Neal IRC, which provides recre-
ational opportunities, such as water skiing and
wakeboarding, to individuals who have suffered
spinal cord or brain injuries. Five participants —
Joe Thompson, Harvey Letson, Mike Kelly, Will
Robinson and Daniel Funk have participated all 10
years. The 10-year total of money raised is almost
$168,000.

SHORT

LINES

Regional Guides To Be Mailed In March

USA Water Ski's 2004 Regional
Tournament Guides will be mailed to
members beginning on Monday, March
15. Current members of USA Water Ski
and individuals who were members in
2003 are entitled to one guide, which
will automatically be mailed to the head
of household. Collegiate members,
Supporting members and Foreign
Active members may receive a guide at
no charge, upon request from USA
Water Ski headquarters. Additional
guides may be purchased from USA
Water Ski headquarters for $15. For an
online listing of 2004 tournaments, go

to USAWATERSKI org.

Sunset Lakes To Host Junior Worlds

The 2004 Junior Water Ski World
Championships will be held Sept. 2-5 at
Jack Travers’ Sunset Lakes in
Okahumpka, Fla. Organized by the
Central Florida Sports Commission
with the approval of USA Water Ski, the
biennial event will feature the world’s
top junior water ski athletes competing
for world titles in slalom, tricks and
jumping events. Athletes competing in
all three events will be eligible for the
coveted overall titles. The U.S. Junior
Water Ski Team will represent the
United States in team competition at
the 2004 Junior Worlds. Selections to
the 2004 Junior Team will be based
upon performances at the U.S. Water
Ski Team Trials, to be held July 2-4 at
Sunset Lakes.

Spain To Host WWC World
Championships

The 2004 WWC Wakeboard World
Championships will be held Oct. 13-17
in Seville, Spain. The U.S. Wakeboard
Team will be looking to win its first
world wakeboard team title at the fifth
annual event. The United States earned
the silver medal at the 2003 WWC
Worlds in Brisbane, Australia.

Meddock Announces Retirement

After 26 years of service to Correct
Craft and the marine industry, Larry
Meddock has announced his retirement
as vice president of marketing and spe-
cial events, effective March 5, 2004.
Correct Craft is a Premier Sponsor of
USA Water Ski. Meddock has been a
part of the Correct Craft organization
since 1978. As a part of the Correct
Craft family, Meddock has held the
positions assistant to the president,
director of promotions, director of mar-
keting, and was appointed vice presi-
dent of marketing and special events in
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Over the past twenty years, 336,001 acts pulled at Cypress Gardens

and over 37,000 pro tournaments pulled.

We never missed a start.

Indmar

POWERTOTHESPORT

INDMAR MARINE ENGINES Inboard power technology...for the long run. www.indmar.com

T

ProWakeboardTour.com



ebbie Nordblad says it's time to
Dslow down a little. In October,

Nordblad clinched her 12th con-
secutive top-five finish at the Water Ski
Racing World Championships in Long
Beach, Calif. Nordblad, 50, won two
world titles, three world silver medals
and three world bronze medals during
her illustrious career. While she insists
she will continue to race in the famed
Catalina Ski Race and a select number
of other tournaments, Nordblad says
she wants to take a break from the pres-
sures of qualifying for the U.S. Elite
Water Ski Racing Team. She discusses
her career with The Water Skier.

TWS: Congratulations on another top-
five finish at the Water Ski Racing
World Championships. How much did it
mean to you to finish in the
top five for the 12th consecutive time in
your last year competing at the
Worlds?

DN: Of course my two gold medals,
three silver medals and three bronze
medals meant a lot to me, but I have to
be happy that at the age of 50 I am still
able to compete with the younger skiers.

TWS: Would you say winning the two
world titles (1985 and 1991) are your
greatest accomplishments of your
career?

DN: Winning two gold medals is like a
dream. There's nothing like standing on

22

the podium with your country’s national
anthem being played for you. But I also
would have to say that the consistency I
have had throughout my whole career is
a great accomplishment. I have been
lucky to win every competition I have
entered at least once.

TWS: What would you say has been
your single greatest accomplishment in
vour water ski racing career?

DN: [ am fortunate to have accom-
plished so many things in my water ski
racing career. It's hard to single out just
one. For me, every title, record and win
has been a great accomplishment.
Water ski racing is so demanding; a win
doesn’'t usually happen without some
exhaustion. When you're skiing for 45
minutes to 1 hour in any type of water
condition at 60 to 90 mph, you have to
be as tough mentally as you are physi-
cally. If you come across the checkered
flag No. 1, it's a great accomplishment.

TWS: Do any particular races stand out
in your mind?

DN: One time I will never forget — I
was racing the Giro del Lario, a race in
Italy. There was a huge storm. Three
boats actually sunk. It was probably the
biggest water | have ever raced in. Out
of the 30 or 40 starters of the race, I was
one of two who finished the race. The
race normally takes about one hour to
complete. We raced for more than three

www. USAWATERSKI.org

hours. [t was amazing to cross the finish
line. But what I'll never forget was the
reception and applause I received from
my Italian friends when I walked into
the Moregallo Club. I felt like a hero. It's
times like those that make it all worth
1t.

TWS: How and when did you get start-
ed in water ski racing?

DN: It all started as family fun time
together. My dad took me to my first
race at age 8. He pulled me behind our
family outboard and I won. My dad was
hooked on the sport. My mom, dad, sis-
ter, Donna, and I all raced for years.
They finally got out of the sport when I
was about 17, but I continued on. At
that time there weren't world champi-
onships. We only had two marathon
races in the United States at that time
— Catalina and the Lake Mead 50/75
miler. I was 17 when the United States
held its first national championships. It
was held at Clear Lake where I compet-
ed in the Women'’s Open and placed sec-
ond.

TWS: What was competing in your first
race like?

DN: The race was in San Diego. At that
time the girls and boys raced together in
the 0-9 age class. All the other kids were
on two skis. I was the only one on a sin-
gle ski. I won by a large margin. By the
next race, most of the other kids showed
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up on a single ski. I continued to

win and the next season the
0-9 was split into 0-9 girls and 0-9 boys.

TWS: Who were some of the
people that have helped you
throughout your career, and that you
owe some of your success to?

DN: Definitely mom and dad in my ear-
lier days. Even in the later years they
were always there to help with my
training along with my sister, Donna,
and brother-in-law, Doug. My good
friend Shelbey Guardalabene, who is
the owner of Rex Marine, along with her
husband, Mike, helped me with a Rex
Marine sponsorship for many years.

TWS: Wasn't Shelbey a training part-
ner, too?

DN: Shelbey and I were great training
partners until her retirement from ski
racing about seven years ago. We skied
three to four days a week with her
Hallett twin engine outboard, making
countless trips back and forth from
Long Beach to Catalina and back. In the
past five years, my daughters, Lacey
and Mallory, have been my training
partners along with my boyfriend and
observer, Mike King, and Shelbey on
occasion. Having the opportunity to
train on the water is invaluable in
water ski racing. The sport is very
demanding.

TWS: How important is the team
aspect in water ski racing?

DN: I owe a lot of my success to my
great drivers and observers throughout
the years. Water ski racing is a team
effort. It is so important that the team
(driver, observer and skier) all work
together. Ron Tesarski was my driver
for many years and I feel he is one of the
best drivers in the sport. He is the best
at reading the water and is always able
to pick the best line when working his
way through traffic. [ owe a lot to his
expert driving. Two great observers that
I owe my success to are Mike King and
Dusty Schulz. They watch me with a
close eye and let the driver know how
I'm doing and if we can go faster or not.
They help me get through a grueling
and tiring race feeling safe — well, as
safe as you can feel at 85 mph — while
pushing me as hard as I can be pushed.
I owe a lot of gratitude to these three
guys for many years of success. I have
raced behind a number of other drivers
along the way who have also done a
great job for me, but I raced with Ron
the longest. I've also had a lot of help
from my sponsors, like Columbia Steel,
and from my good friend, Carl Johnson.
It would be difficult to keep the boat full
of fuel for as many miles as I train with-
out their help.
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TWS: While vou've said you are
retiring from ski racing from
the standpoint of qualifying and com-
peting at the world championships, you
are still going to compete in some races.
What is your schedule going to be
like in 20047

DN: I don't have any definite plans for
my race schedule in 2004 except that I
plan to race the Catalina Ski Race. I
have spent so many years basically
putting my life on hold while I prepare
for the next race, which during the sea-
son is about every three weeks. I love
the sport of water ski racing and would
hate to retire completely from it. My
plan is just to slow down a bit and pick
a couple of marathons to race in. When
vou're concerned about qualifying for
Worlds, you need to race at every
marathon, and when you're not racing,
vou need to spend those weekends prac-
ticing. I live about one hour from the
water so just to get a one-hour ski ride
it takes about five hours of my day
between driving to and from the water,
launching, idling out to where you can
ski at speed and washing the boat.

TWS: Your daughters have experienced
some early success in ski racing. Tell us
about them and what it means to you to
have them racing?

DN: Lacey and Mallory are both great
water ski racers. They are both natu-
rals. I've enjoyed the fact that they have
been interested in racing because it has
been a chance for us to stay close as a
family with common interests. The
three of us have spent countless hours,
days and weeks together at the lake ski-
ing. We enjoy pushing each other to do
our best. We also spend time together at
the gym, track and cycling. I'm excited
that Lacey and Mallory are interested
in attempting to qualify for the 2005
U.S. Water Ski Racing Team. I would
love to train them and give them as
much support as they have given me
throughout the years.

TWS: What is it about the sport of ski
racing, or Debbie Nordblad for that
matter, that brings out such a competi-
tive spirit in you at age 507

DN: I don’t know if it's because I've
been competing for so many years that
it’s ingrained in me, but it seems to be
the way I am with everything I do. I
hate to lose. I hate to tire out, to quit. So
I push myself constantly. I feel good
when I'm doing well and figure T will
continue to push myself as long as I

can. It's what I know. I love the
excitement of the speed in ski
racing.

TWS: What kind of fitness program do
you take part in to stay in such phe-
nomenal shape?
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DN: I teach spinning classes at the
gym. | spend an hour on a spinning bike
almost every day. 'm not a good runner,
but I will push myself to go to the track
with my daughters to run and to climb
the bleachers. I lift weights four to five
days a week and ride my mountain bike
around what we call “the loop,” which is
a one-hour ride near the base of Mount
Baldy. Of course 1 ski as much as possi-
ble, too, even if it's on my social ski. It
seems that everything I do to exercise, [
do it for one hour always working on
cardio as well as strength.

TWS: Do you have any advice for up-
and-coming water ski racers?

DN: Try to get together with a driver
and observer that you can work togeth-
er with for years. You will do a lot better
when you're all working as one. Your
equipment is important, especially your
ski. If wyoure struggling, you
may need to change something on your
ski, like binding placement. I also think
cardio and strength training are both
important. &

Interview & Photography by Scott Atkinson

Vital Stats

Birthdate: March 7, 1953
Hometown: Claremont, Calif.
Began water skiing: age 6
Began water ski racing: age 8

Career highlights: 12-time
member of the U.S. Elite Water
Ski Racing Team; two-time Open
Women's world champion; nine-
time national champion; Catalina
Ski Race Women’s record holder
(59 minutes, 8 seconds); first
woman to win Catalina in under 1
hour

Sponsors: Columbia Steel, Carl
Johnson & Snappy Racing,

SportsPros Fitness & Physical
Therapy, Teague Custom Marine,
Rex Marine and Custom Canvas
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Athletes Featured: Andy Mapple

The legendary Ski Nautique 196 meets the demands of world champions in slalom, trick, jump, and ski fly. More
world record performances have been pulled by this incredible inboard than any other boat in the history
of 3-event skiing. The 2004 Ski 196 features the TSC? hull, for the smallest, softest wakes in the
industry. Nothing comes close to the precise handling, incredible power and responsiveness of the Ski [96.

Life is good behind a Ski Nautique, just ask the worlds best skiers. What’s your reason?

@utiques

Correct Craft, Inc. 6100 S. Orange Ave. Orlando, FL 32809 1.800.346.2092 www.nautiguesliveit.com
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In the midst of his best season in his relatively young
water skiing career, Jimmy Siemers reclaimed the world
jumping record in 2003 and stamped his name among
the greatest of all time

Written by Scott Atkinson
f the first few weeks of the new year
were any indication of what lays
ahead in 2004, then Jimmy Siemers is
in for a long season. Shortly after a
photo shoot in 40-degree temperatures
for a national water ski publication,
Siemers developed a nasty virus attrib-
uted to a combination of a whirlwind
schedule that he had been keeping
since last spring and some uncharac-
teristic chilly weather in central
Florida. The illness set in just as
Siemers, 21, was to enjoy a weeklong
cruise in the Caribbean with his par-
ents, grandparents and brother, Eric. “1
don’t think T've ever felt so bad in my
life,” Siemers says. “It was horrible.”
Siemers says he ended up sleeping the
first five days of the cruise and didn't
eat for nine days. He lost 20 pounds in
17 days. Apparently, there is something
out there that can beat Jimmy Siemers.
That certainly wasn'’t the case in 2003.
Siemers started off by winning
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Men’s jumping at the MasterCraft Pro
Water Ski Championships in May and
followed that up by winning Men’s
tricks, jumping and overall at the
Collegiate All-Stars. In July he tied the
Open Men national jumping record
with his winning leap of 233 feet at the
Malibu Open. He upped that mark in
August at the Overton’s U.S. Open
Water Ski Championships, where he
broke the Men's world jumping record
with a leap of 236 feet. The next week
he won national titles in Open Men’s
tricks, jumping and overall at the 2003
GOODE Water Ski National
Championships. Competing in his first
Water Ski World Championships in
September, he set four world champi-
onships’ records in tricks, jumping and
overall on his way to winning world
titles in Men’s tricks and overall. In
October, he won Men's tricks at the
Collegiate Nationals. In November he
secured gold medals in tricks, jumping
and overall at the 21 and Under Water

www. USAWATERSKI.org

Ski World Championships. It was no
surprise that he was named USA Water
Ski's 2003 Male Athlete of the Year and
the International Water Ski
Federation’s Male Water Ski Athlete of
the Year. “Looking back at it all, it's
kind of scary,” Siemers said in late
January, still trying to get his strength
back. “T've kind of [accomplished]
everything now. What’s left? My No. 1
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ABC approved towboats

2004 American Barefoot Club Approved Towboats
VI IS ESTOTSERUR N are VIS ESTIOTSE RN fEereten

Engine Tested - GM 5.7 Indmar LS1 | Gear Ratio - 1:1 Prop - Acme, 3,13x12 Engine Tested - GM 5.7 Hammerhead | Gear Ratio - 1:1 Prop - Acme, 3,13x12

oK TORERITEME E.’JJJJ_:J BATEURIER
Sanger ¢ m.sangerbouis com New
4394 Enterprise Place ® Freemont, CA 94538 © (510) 651-8400

Engme Tested anvu 5.7 | Gear Ruhu I/U Prop - Volvo F-6

Keg Stats-/

|

We build what sluers want.

2004 Tom Reid

Detuxe Perfect Pass Pro Model 55" Main

STRAIGHT LINE
Get connected at slsports.com or call B66.426.7673.
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ﬂ GENERATIONS

OF INGENUITY
AND INTEGRITY

Just when you thought it couldn’t get
any better, we’ve done it again.

Combining our 65 years of experience
in designing propellers and today’s
technology, we created a revolutionary
propeller called The Revolution XMP.
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that runs deep.
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"~ Johnson Propeller Company
.+ 750 Natalie Blvd. Loudon, TN 37774~ &
~ Toll Free: 800.359.9730
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| The underlying principle of our Malibu boat design is
| performance. Year after year our boats win awards of excellence,
| including 10 of the last 12 “Boat of the Year” awards. This is a
nod to everyone on our Malibu design team, who build upon

past successes, strive always to improve the present and

invariably exceed expectations for the future. Malibu engineers

push back the limits of technological achievement to build a

better boat. When you care about what you do, it shows.

www.malibuboats.com

malioy
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A Hall of Fame Weekend

Ay

EXPERIENCE April 2325

Hall of Fame and Museum

Hall of Fame
Inductee
Tory Baggiano

Award of Distinction
Recipients

Leah Rawis-Atkins
Dick Binette

Gary Krupa

Ken White
{posthumousiy)

Hall of Farme Activities

Friday, April 23
8:30 a.m. - Golf tournament The AWSEF is developing a water ski lake adjacent to the Hall of Fame &
6:30 p.m. - Social Museumn. Once the lake itself is cormpleted. funds and volunteer help will

Saturday, April 24 still be needed to complete the project. Some of the essential iterms

needed include a paved road: architectural plans for a pavilion: construc-

tion of a boat ramp: and landscaping materials. You can help with in-kind
or financial donations. Please complete the form below and send in your

Sunday, April £5 donation today. A special thanks is extended to the following donors.
8 a.m. - AWSEF Membership &

Board Meeting

11 a.m.-2 p.m. - Open House
6:45 p.m. - Induction Banquet

For more information, go to: 51‘/3‘;!_'” & EéarahhAﬂE'Dach Hj]‘ﬂk‘[;SLPli?d dSk.' kTEaI'Z’n " .EiEf;i 5;1795,
, ; illiarm Beac ack L. Herdrich wiss Ski 5choo
SR E Chip Chiprman _ohin & Anusia Hirsch Charles Tilgrer i

Bill & Janet Cooper S5arm & Adrienne Ingrarr Harn Wallace

Diablo Ski Club Eciwin Kirkland Watergate Ski Tearn

Roger & Gail Oilling Steve & Arn Lohr AWSA Regions:

Torm & Trudi Ousin Caral & Shawn O'8rien Eastem Individuals

Jean Giove Mary Pelto Midwest

Golden Gate S5ki Club Doug & Cynda Robbins Sauthern

Greater Miarmi Ski Club Edl Roberts Western

Roger & Lyrda Harmrmel Kathleen Ann Salidino

Lake Contribution Form

ST Zip

|

| :

competitors in the 1960 Southerr - Payment type: Visa ML Check —(payable to AWSEF]
|

Trivia Question ‘s s my contribution to the lake.

These are the mixed doubles :

Regional Charmpionsips in .

Birrmingharm, Ala. What is urustal lard #  ——Oxpdate

about one couple in particulare - (Your contribution is tax eRuctible as allowed by law.]

Answer on page 50 : 5erut to. Carole Lowe, AWSEF, 1251 Holy Cow Road, Polk City, FL 33868-8200
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Wade's Wor
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slalom cﬁum near his home in Orlando, Fla.
Photograph by Thomas Gustafson
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ABC Footnotes

Board Holds Winter Meeting

AKA Backrap

Committee Chairs Announced

AWSA Competition

New Membership Numbers Issu

NCWSA Collegiate

Recruitment Database Updated

NSSA Show Ski

Division 2 Nationals Se

| USHA Hydrofoil
2004 Fly-Ins Scheduled

eks Teams

ed

43
























Ski-Safe Boat Insurance

Think

of us as

a personal
floatation
device for
your wallet.

Accidents can sink fortunes fast. But one
call to Ski-Safe can give you top-rated insurance
protection for your boat or your watercraft. For
hull damage, on or off the water. For theft. For
legal action.

Special coverages and
competitive rates.

Ski-Safe was developed for USA Water Ski. That's
why it offers boat owners many special features like
protection for promos, clubs, water skiing
equipment, trailer coverage, even coverage during
USA Water Ski events. PWC owners win too, with
exclusive features like automatic medical payments
coverage. And because Ski-Safe is aimed at
responsible boaters and PWC owners, rates are

always competitive. Call 1-800225-6560

More than an insurance program. For bo.at and PWC owners -

One call means a fast quote and instant

e ; . e Ski-Safe is s of the

\?&L f.)ffcl' &‘uu (.()l:lﬁdt‘ntt.l Ski hl.m is |_)m n‘t the coverage. For boaters and PWC owners who've

TEFCRE SUEIN EOCNEATMM (I SRSUrACC leamed how to combine horsepower and horse

programs, providing unparalleled protection at some sense, Ski-Safe is the affordable way to insure

(ff l]_l(‘ lnw%-s:.krat;-a :mf)unfl. And “_""h' "(lll,r L.‘uas.(-to that fun times stay that way . . . and that bank

coast network of pro §§510nal claims adjusters, you accotmts don't sink.

can be sure that even if the worst happens, you'll get

the best possible service and support. Ski-Safe. We make sure you don’t get in over
vour head.
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Administered by the
Sullivan & Strauss Agency, Inc.
1 Hollow Lane, Lake Success, NY 11042 WATER SKI
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cALL 1-800-334-6541 fora
FREE CATALOG or visit overtons.com

to view our new 2004 waterskis and accessories
ad code 41135



