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EXCLUSIVE HOLDER 

WORLD RECORD TRIFECTA 

MasterCraft construction is held to a higher standard. Meaning you'll fall in love with the patient, diligent way this boat is 

built. The pylon alone is mounted in four critical areas. Its this kind of unbending construction standard that keeps a 

MasterCraft tight, quiet and like-new years longer than the others. Beyond construction, our styling — the layout, lines 

and accoutrements — are nothing short of bewitching. And our performance is so exhilarating, you'll be difficult to 

displace from the driver's seat. Life's too short for anything less. Find out why a MasterCraft is worth more, and frankly, 

so is your leisure time. See construction held to a higher standard this month at www.mastercraft.comiconstruction. 

Zet -)

 Co/ 



ee • DESIRE • DEDICATION • D. 
DETERMINATION • DESIRE • 0 

z 
••

ICATION • DETERMINATION • 
• DETERMINATION • DESIR 

VTION • DESIRE • DEDICAT 
N • DETERMINATION • D 
EDUCATION • DETERMI 
N • DETERMINATION • 
VTION • DESIRE • DEDICH. .
N • DETERMINATION • DESIRE • 
EDICAT ION • DETERMINATION • 
N • DETERMINATION • DESIRE • 
‘TION • DESIRE • DEDICATION • 
N • DETERMINATION • DESIRE • 

• EHMINA I ION • Oe. 
N • DETERMI 

_ RMINAT ION • 
• DESIRE • 0 

ETER MINA 
n 

DEDICATION • DETERMINATION • DESIHe • c rim iNAT 
DESIRE • DEDICATION • DETERMINATION • DESIRE • DEDICATION • DE ,
DEDICATION • DETERMINATION • DESIRE • DEDICATION • DETER MINATI( 
DETERMINATION • DESIRE • DEDICATION • DETERMINATION • DESIRE • L'L 
DEDICATION • DETERMINATION • DESIRE • DEDICATION • DETERMINATION - 

N • 0E1 DEDICAT  'INATION CR11 ' 
TION • PETERMIN :IRE • DEI 

WORLD SLALOM AND TRICK CHAMPION 

cnrflflnr 

11#
THE ALL-NEW 2004 D3 X5 SLALOM 
AVAILABLE TODAY 

65.5" / 66.5" / 67.5" / 68.5" 

CAPTURE 
BOTH MEN'S AND WOMEN'S 
GOLD MEDALS AT THE 2003 
WORLD SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

@CDR9aratalTIKDM 
TO TEAM 03 SKIER 
MANEV 
ON HER INCREDIBLE 
TRIPLE CROWN 

NIGHTINGALE 

WORLD 

MASTERS 

C1- 1K1 
GROOVES 
GHT E CORE 

NED HARD EDGE 
SCREW INSERTS 
RT REAR TOE PLATE 

C-HAMPION 

• LIGHTER 
• FASTER 
• TIGHTER 

TURNING 
• E CORE 

TECHNOLOGY 

LES iCinS7 
"THE BEST TRICK SKI I HAVE 

EVER RIDDEN" 

ORDER ONLINE TODAY! 



Water  tt &Wakefibard Tournamentm 
Presented By 

Only the best athletes that waterskiing has to offer are invited to compete at the Chevrolet® 45" Masters Water Ski 

& Wakeboard Tournament, presented by GM Vortec Engines Slalom, Wicks, Jump and Ski Fly athletes will have a shot 

at their share of over '150,000 in cash and prizes, as well as the ultimate reward—to be named Masters Champion 
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26 I Catch Him If You Can! Pan II 
In the midst of his best season in his relatively young water skiing career, Jimmy Siemers reclaimed 
the world jumping record in 2003 and stamped his name among the greatest of all time 

By Scott Atkinson 

28 I Junior Achievement 
The first in a series of articles highlighting some of USA Water Ski's top junior athletes focuses on 
three-event standouts Haywood McDonald and Kristi Williams 

By Monica Minnick 

30 I All Year Strong 
When the temperature drops, on-water training is not always an option. And even when it is an 
option, sometimes you just need to mix things up! This issue, The Water Skier asked some top 
athletes what they have been doing to keep in tip-top condition over the off-season 

By Monica Minnick 

32 I Club of the Year 
The Skionee Board Team won USA Water Ski's annual Club of the Year contest for the second 
consecutive year in 2003 

By Scott Atkinson 
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The Tampa Bay Water Ski Show Team brought home this 
four-tier pyramid last winter during an annual show for 
the United States Postal Service in Tampa, Fla. 

Photograph by Lynn Novakofski 
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On the Dock 
22 . . .With Water Ski Racer Debbie Nordblad 

Training 
38 3-Event — Center Mass Fluidity 
40 Hydrofoiling — Front Flip 

USA Water Ski News 
43 Inside USA Water Ski 

the Cover 
Jimmy Siemers, USA 
Water Ski's 2003 Male 
Athlete of the Year, 
reclaimed the world jump-
ing record last August 
with a 236-foot leap at 
the U.S. Open Water Ski 
Championships. 

Photograph by Jeremy 
Orchard, Memories Ink. 
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EYE ON THE BALL 
U.S. athlete Jamie Beauchesne, who tied the Men's world slalom 
record in 2003, hopes to add another major slalom title to his 
resume in 2004. 

Photograph by Thomas Gustafson 





FANCY FEET 
U.S. athlete Keith St. Onge has a little fun in January while training for 
the Barefoot Water Ski World Championships near his home in Tampa, 
Fla. Look for complete coverage of the 2004 Barefoot Worlds in the 
May issue. 

Photograph by Lynn Novakofski 
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SPRING TRAINING 
U.S. athlete April Coble-Eller goes through an intense slalom run while 
training for the upcoming season in West Palm Beach, Fla. 

Photograph by Zenon Bilas 



from the executive director's desk ) 

What's In Store For 2004? 

In some respects, this issue of The Water Skier marks the beginning of a new 
year for headquarters staff and USA Water Ski members. With board meet-
ings behind us and decisions becoming official regarding budget, rules, poli-

cies and procedures, and programming initiatives, we are now on the brink of 
full implementation for 2004. What can we look forward to in 2004? 

With participation and Active membership growth being major priorities, 
USA Water Ski will sanction more than 750 tournaments in 2004. These will 
include grassroots events such as the National Ski League and National 
Wakeboard League; state, regional, national and international championships; 
and multiple cash-prize professional events. Regional and national rankings 
lists will be assembled to help competitors determine where they stand rela-
tive to others in the organization. More than 250 instructional clinics will be 
conducted for competitors, officials, drivers and safety personnel of all levels. 
Even with funding from the United States Olympic Committee being reduced 
by nearly 50 percent since 2002, we will continue to provide the National 
Junior Team Camp, National Junior Development Camp, U.S. Team travel 
and elite athlete training stipends. 

In addition to having an opportunity to participate in the vast array of 
USA Water Ski programs, members will once again receive the Regional 
Guide, discounts on products and services, and assistance in maintaining and 
preserving rightful access to public waterways. In the seven remaining issues 
of The Water Skier, you will read in-depth feature articles on some of USA 
Water Ski's top athletes — some of whom are young and some of whom are old, 
but all of whom are young at heart. The Water Skier also will continue to pro-
vide complete coverage of USA Water Ski's National Championships Series of 
Events. 

USA Water Ski Athletes of the Month will continue to be selected through-
out the year, and at year's end, Club of the Year, Athletes and Teams of the 
Year and Award of Merit recipients will be announced. Last, but not least, 2004 
is a landmark year for USA Water Ski as it celebrates its 65th year of exis-
tence! 

Putting all of these programs into place takes a tremendous amount of 
planning and preparation by volunteers and USA Water Ski headquarters 
staff, and funding is vital to maintaining and expanding upon them each year. 
The revenue produced through membership dues alone funds only a portion of 
these programs and services. In recent years, it has become increasingly diffi-
cult to find the supplemental revenue necessary for continuing these impor-
tant programs and, at the same time, offset the rising overhead costs associ-
ated with running the organization. For example, participant general liability 
insurance increased in 2003 by more than 100 percent, resulting in a negative 
net balance for the year. Not only have we had to seek new sources of revenue, 
we have had to be extremely creative in controlling expenses. In 2004, head-
quarters will be operating with two fewer staff members than it did at the 
beginning of 2003. And, we will be taking every opportunity to be cost-effective 
in increasing efficiency and productivity through the automation of many pro-
grams such as sanctioning, membership processing, tournament registration, 
electronic newsletters and purchasing new USA Water Ski products online. 

In light of many financial and organizational challenges, USA Water Ski 
has evolved over the past 65 years to be the largest, most successful towed 
water sports membership organization in the world. Its success can be 
attributed to many things; most notably, the volunteers, industry partners, 
board of directors and a hard working, dedicated headquarters' staff. 
Hopefully, at the end of 2004, we can once again marvel at all of our accom-
plishments, learn from our mistakes and put in place a plan for 2005 and 
beyond that sustains even greater membership satisfaction for years to come. 
Have a great 2004! 

2003 Membership Report 
Active membership increased for the second consecutive year in 2003. 

Total membership increased by .4 percent (163 members). The goal in 2004 is 
to increase Active membership by 3 percent (591 members) for a total of 20,290 
Active members. 

— Steve McDermeit 
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for injuries sustained by readers or failure of equipment 
depicted or illustrated herein. 
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Left to Right: amaze Medalist, Michelle Simpson (USA); Dave Goode; Wond Champion, Jeff Rodgers (USA); 
Silver Medalist, Will Asher (GEIR); World Overall Champion, Regina Jaquess (USA) 

GOODE Skis, powered by many awesome atheletes, earned more 
medals at the 2003 World Championships than any other ski brand. 

Thank you for choosing GOODE! 

GOODE Ski Technologies • 7340 Highland Road • Waterford, MI 48327 
(248) 666-2500 fax: (248) 666-3492 E-mail: goode@goode.com 
Order On-Line: www.goode.com or Toll Free 1-888-GO-GOODE 
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A revolutionary 
advancement 

in propellers. 

Cutting edge 
performance has 

just become 
affordabll 
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ropeilers 

Acme Marine Group 
123 North DeKraft Street 
Big Rapids, MI 49307 

WATER Ski 

Master Calendar of Events 
March 5-8 
Moomba Masters 
Melbourne, Australia 

April 8-11 
Pan American Championships 
Lima, Peru 

April 23-25 
Hall of Fame Weekend 
Polk City, Fla. 

May 6-9 
Collegiate All-Stars & Team Trials 
Chico, Calif. 

May 28-30 
Masters 
Pine Mountain, Ga. 

June 5-6 
Junior U.S. Open 
Santa Rosa Beach, Fla. 

June 11-13 
Malibu Open 
Rio Linda, Calif. 

July 2-4 
U.S. Water Ski Team Trials 
Okahumpka, Fla. 

July 15-18 
Wisconsin State Show Ski Championships 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 

July 21-24 
AWSA Southern Regionals 
Mulberry, Fla. 

July 21-24 
AWSA Western Regionals 
Arvin, Calif. 

July 22-25 
AWSA Midwest Regionals 
DuQoin, Ill. 

July 22-25 
AWSA South Central Regionals 
Cypress, Texas 

July 23-26 
AWSA Eastern Regionals 
Avon, Conn. 

July 24-25 
International Kneeboard Rider Cup 
England 

Aug. 3-7 
GOODE Water Ski National Championships 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 

For the complete 2004 calendar of 
events, go o USAWATERSKtorg. 
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U.S. Open To Become Fall Classic 
In West Palm Beach In 2004 

The world's top 
water ski athletes 
will compete for 

water skiing's largest 
cash-prize purse when 
CCMH Sports hosts 
the 2004 U.S. 
Open Water Ski 
Championships. Oct. 
8-10, at Dkeeheelee 
Park in West Palm 
Beach, Fla. The Palm 
Beach County Sports 
Commission is sup-
porting the event with 
volunteer help from the 
Ski Club of the Palm Beaches. 

The decision to move the U.S. Open from its 
traditional summer date to October was made by 
CCMH Sports in accordance with its plan to allow 
more time to promote and organize the event effec-
tively. CCMH Sports also desired to host the event 
held during a time of year in which the heat is less 
oppressive in south Florida. 

USA Water Ski and CCMH Sports, a multi-
faceted event management company specializing in 

U S athlete Karen Truelove is the two-time defending 
U.S. Open Women's slalom champion 

high-end sporting events and professional athlete 
development, reached a licensing agreement for the 
event last fall. "We are thrilled to be able to bring the 
U.S. Open to West Palm Beach in 2004," says Steve 
McDermeit, USA Water Ski's executive director. 
"West Palm Beach's world-class water ski facilities 
and amenities make it an ideal location for the 
sport's most prestigious tournament." 

The inaugural U.S. Open was held in West 
Palm Beach in 1987. Since then, the venue has 

Junior U.S. Open To Be Held In Santa Rosa Beach, Fla. 

The 2004 Junior U.S. Open Water 
Ski Championships, a two-round 

world record capability water ski 
competition, will take place June 5-
6 at the Cory Pickos Water Ski & 
Wakeboard School in Santa Rosa 
Beach, Fla. In its fourth year, the 
event will feature Junior Men and 
Junior Women divisions (ages 17 to 
21), in addition to the Boys and 
Girls divisions (ages 16 and under). 
More than 50 of the world's top 
junior athletes are expected to com-
pete for titles in slalom, tricks, 
jumping and overall. MasterCraft 
will serve as the exclusive towboat 
for the 2004 Junior U.S. Open 

inside the numbers 

.S. athletes — 
Katie — 3 Athletes of

Mawby, 
lirnmy Siemers 

and Martie Wells 
selected 200 3 li ional Water 

the Year by the 
Internat 

 Ski 

in ir 
respective sport divisions 

Federation 
the 

Water Ski Championships. 
Sanctioned by USA Water Ski. 

the 2004 Junior U.S. Open Water 
Ski Championships will feature two 
rounds: a preliminary round on 
Saturday and a final round on 
Sunday. Seven athletes in each of 
four divisions will compete in each 
event. Four skiers from each divi-
sion may advance to the final round 
of competition in slalom, tricks and 
jumping. Overall scores will be 
based upon a skier's best perfor-
mance in each event from either 
round. 

For more information, go to 
USAWATERSKtorg. 
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revisited West Palm Beach twice, in 1988 and 
1994. West Palm Beach has hosted numerous 
world-record capability, local and grassroots water 
ski competitions in the past, in addition to the U.S. 
Open and Water Ski National Championships. It also 
will host the 2004 GOODE Water Ski National 
Championships, Aug. 3-7. "Palm Beach County is 
thrilled to showcase Okeeheelee Park, the premier 
water ski facility in the United States, at the U.S. 
Open Water Ski Championships in October" says 
Graham Morris, director of sports for the Palm 
Beach County Sports Commission. "The continuing 
choice to host national and international water ski 
events here shows that Palm Beach County is truly 
the best place to play." 

Boasting a thriving economic community of 
more than 1 million residents, an international air-
port facility and more than 18,000 hotel rooms, 
Palm Beach County attracts a variety of sports activ-
ities and events annually. This, combined with an 
ideal climate averaging a balmy 75 degrees for year-
round sports and the abundance of sporting ameni-
ties in the area, has made Palm Beach County one of 
the premier sports areas in the world. "CCMH 
Sports is excited to bring the greatest water skiing 
event to one of the nation's best sites," says Steven 
Spaugh, vice president of operations at CCMH 
Sports. "The American Water Ski Association and 
Ski Club of the Palm Beaches are two very strong 
organizations, truly a joy to work with. We are confi-
dent the 2004 U.S. Open will be the best to date." 

Now in its 18th year, the U.S. Open annually 
attracts the world's top water ski athletes. Male and 
female athletes will compete for titles in slalom, 
tricks and jumping events. Athletes competing in all 
three events will be eligible for the coveted U.S. 
Open overall title. MasterCraft Boats, the No. 1 
manufacturer of inboard tournament water ski boats, 
will be the exclusive towboat for the U.S. Open. 

Jimmy Siemers soared to a new world jumping 
record and fellow U.S. athletes Rhoni Barton 
(Women's overalll, Mandy Nightingale (Women's 
tricks) and Karen Truelove (Women's slalom) won 
titles at the 2003 U.S. Open in Houston, Texas. 
Other athletes looking to defend titles at this year's 
event include Canada's Jaret Llewellyn (Men's jump-
ing and overall), France's Nicolas Le Forestier (Men's 
tricks), Great Britain's Andy Mapple (Men's slalom) 
and Australia's Emma Sheers (Women's jumping). 

For more information throughout the summer 
on the 2004 U.S. Open Water Ski Championships, 
go to USAWATERSKtorg. 6 

percentage increase in total members for 
the American Wakeboard Association 
between December 2002 and December 
2003, the largest increase among USA 
Water Ski's eight sport divisions 

341"%%-r1 
awards presented at USA Water 
Ski's annual awards reception, 
Jan. 18, in Lakeland, Fla. 



Top Men's 34 mph Slalom Skiers 
Expected To Compete In Big Dawg Challenge 

Tim Huston will be one of several top skiers in the 34 mph class that will contend for the title at the first 34 mph 
Big Dawg Slalom Championship in Warren, Ohio. 

Event Set For Aug. 20-22 

Who's the best 36 mph slalom skier? 
Barring any sort of confrontation that 
NASA's rover Spirit may have on Mars, 

the overwhelming answer among water ski enthusi-
asts would be Andy Mapple. But if the question is 
who's the best Men's 34 mph slalom skier around, 
any one of a half-dozen names may be mentioned. 
That debate may be settled in August when the first 
34 mph Big Dawg Slalom Championship takes place 
in Warren, Ohio. 

While there will be $5,000 up for grabs for 
the top-eight placements, tournament organizers 

insist the event won't be about the money, but 
rather the competition. "The 34 mph skiers are 
fragmented," says Greg Davis, one of the organizers 
and a multi-time national slalom competitor. "You 
have Men 3, 4 and 5, and Masters Men 55k. They 
only have one important tournament a year — the 
Nationals — and they compete in four different age 
divisions. The objective of the Big Dawg is to put all 
of the top 34 mph skiers together and see just who 
really is the Big Dawg!" 

The record-capability event will be held Aug. 
20-22 at Bellelago Lake. There will be three rounds 
of slalom and skiers can choose to ski behind a 
Malibu, MasterCraft or Nautique. The top-16 skiers 

Florida Contributes $11 Million 
To Save Cypress Gardens 
Attraction May Reopen By Memorial Day 

The Florida Cabinet voted Jan. 27 to contribute 
$11 million toward a 150-acre conservation 
easement at Cypress Gardens, Florida's oldest 

tourist attraction. Brokered by the Trust for Public 
Land, the grant will allow Georgian entrepreneur 
Kent Buescher to take control of operations at the 
famed family attraction in Winter Haven, Fla. 
Buescher hopes to reopen Cypress Gardens for 
business on Memorial Day weekend. 

Cypress Gardens closed abruptly last April 
after 67 years of operation. Among its many attrac-
tions, the park was best known for its botanical gar-
dens, southern belles and water ski shows. 

Under the agreed financial package, the Trust 
for Public Lands will buy Cypress Gardens from its 
current owner for $20.5 million and then sell the 
easement to the state to ensure the property's pro-
tection. Buescher will pay $7 million for the title on 
120 acres. Polk County will purchase 30 core acres 
of the historic gardens for $2.5 million. Buescher 

will advance to the finals, which will be a head-to-
head seeded format with $2,000 going to the win-
ner. The tournament is open to anyone, but only 
skiers who are age 35 or over, and who have not 
competed in a pro tournament in the last 36 
months, are eligible for the cash prize head-to-head 
event. 

According to Davis, several top 34 mph skiers 
have already committed to competing in the tourna-
ment, including Chuck Forrest (B-time Men 3 nation-
al champion and 2003 Men 4 national champion], 
Tim Huston 2E103 Masters Men 55k national cham-
pion) and Chet Raley (2000 Men 3 national champi-
on). Dr. Jim Michaels, who set the current Men 4 
and Masters Men 55k national slalom record with a 
run of 1 buoy at 43 feet off, says he also plans to 
compete in the event. "It will be a blast, a lot of fun," 
Michaels says. "Competing against the very best is 
what makes these athletes tick," adds Davis. "This 
is going to be a very special tournament. This will be 
true head-to-head competition. Big fun!" 

The entry fee is $150 if received by May 1 and 
$200 after May 1. Send entries and make checks 
payable to David Miller, 3170 Bent Oak Trail, 
Ravenna, OH 44266. Besides boat manufacturers 
Malibu, MasterCraft and Nautioue, GODOE, 03, 
HO, ACME Propellers, PerfectPass and USA Water 
Ski also are supporting the event. For more infor-
mation, go to geocities.com/belialagalake/bellalago 
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"It's just a macho thing to do — 
something no one else would do. The first 

time I fell in the water, I actually had trouble 
breathing." 

— Kurt Ashbaugh of Murfreesboro, Tenn., one of only 
few water skiers who wore swimming trunks instead of it 

etsuit in the 47-degree water during an annual New 
Year's Day event held by the Hickory Lake Water 

Ski & Wakeboard Club and the 
Music City Water Ski Club 

Cypress Gardens closed April 13, 2003, after a 67-year 
run as Florida's oldest themed attraction. 

has also agreed to invest $36 
million in the next 18 months to expand and refur-
bish the park. 

Buescher, who owns Wild Adventures in 
Valdosta, Ga., hopes to upgrade Cypress Gardens 
to include a themed water park, thrill rides and live 
entertainment, in addition to its historical attrac-
tions. 6 
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t age 11, Robert "Punk? Forgiana 
shocked the barefooting world by 
becoming the youngest barefoot 

water skier to achieve a Master rating in 
tricks. Forgiana, pictured here on the 
cover of the December/January 1979 
issue of The Water Skier, competed for 
four U.S. barefoot teams and won multiple 
national titles before retiring from compe-
tition at age 17. Forgiana went on to ski 
full time for Cypress Gardens, where he 
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met his wife of 12 years, Ronda. Forgiana 
left Cypress Gardens in 2002 to join the 
Winter Haven Police Department, where 
he currently works as a patrol officer and a 
member of the Emergency Response 
Team. Though Forgiana has been known to 
barefoot with road shows every now and 
then, the majority of his time on the water 
is spent pulling his 9-year-old daughter, 
Jessica, on Winter Haven's chain of lakes. 

ORICe PASS 
Cold Water, Warm Hearts: The 10th 
annual Eskimo Escapades Shut Up & Ski event was 
held Jan. 17 at Volunteer Landing in Knoxville, 
Tenn. An event-record 124 participants raised 
money for two local charities by water skiing, 
wakeboarding, barefooting and kneeboarding. 
Skiers, riders and sponsors raised more than 
$28,0004W the Dream Connection, which fulfills 
dreams of seriously ill children in East Tennessee, 

(—; 

and The Patricia Neal IRC, which pqvides recre-
ational opportunities, such as water skiing and 
wakeboarding, to individuals who have suffered 
spinal cord or brain injuries. Five participants — 
Joe Thompson, Harvey Letson, Mike Kelly, Will 
Robinson and Daniel Funk have participated all 10 
years. The 10-year total of money raised is almost 
$168,000. 

1 

L IS I 
Regional Guides To Be Mailed In March 

USA Water Ski's 2004 Regional 
'Tournament Guides will be mailed to 
members beginning on Monday, March 
15. Current members of USA Water Ski 
and individuals who were members in 
2003 are entitled to one guide, which 
will automatically be mailed to the head 
of household. Collegiate members, 
Supporting members and Foreign 
Active members may receive a guide at 
no charge, upon request from USA 
Water Ski headquarters. Additional 
guides may be purchased from USA 
Water Ski headquarters for $15. For an 
online fisting of 2004 tournaments, go 
to USAWATERSICtorg. 

Sunset Lakes To Host Junior Worlds 
The 2004 Junior Water Ski World 

Championships will be held Sept. 2-5 at 
Jack Travers' Sunset Lakes in 
Okahumpka, Fla. Organized by the 
Central Florida Sports Commission 
with the approval of USA Water Ski, the 
biennial event will feature the world's 
top junior water ski athletes competing 
for world titles in slalom, tricks and 
jumping events. Athletes competing in 
all three events will be eligible for the 
coveted overall titles. The U.S. Junior 
Water Ski Team will represent the 
United States in team competition at 
the 2004 Junior Worlds. Selections to 
the 2004 Junior Team will be based 
upon performances at the U.S. Water 
Ski Team Trials, to be held July 2-4 at 
Sunset Lakes. 

Spain To Host WWC World 
Championships

The 2004 WWC Wakeboard World 
Championships will be held Oct. 13-17 
in Seville, Spain. The U.S. Wakeboard 
Team will be looking to win its first 
world wakeboard team title at the fifth 
annual event. The United States earned 
the silver medal at the 2003 WWC 
Worlds in Brisbane, Australia. 

Meddock Announces Retirement 
After 26 years of service to Correct 

Craft and the marine industry, Larry 
Meddock has announced his retirement 
as vice president of marketing and-spe-
cial events, effective March 5, 2004. 
Correct Craft is a Premier Sponsor of 
USA Water Ski. Meddock has been a 
part of the Correct Craft organization 
since 1978. As a part of the Correct 
Craft family, Meddock has held the 
positions assistant to the president, 
director of promotions, director of mar-
keting, and was appointed vice presi-
dent of marketing and special events in 
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1986. Over the years, Meddock has 
served the marine industry and water 
skiing in many capacities, including 
chairman of the board of the American 
Water Ski Educational Foundation, 
two-time president of the Water Sports 
Industry Association, as well as tourna-
ment director of Callaway Gardens' 
Masters Water Ski and Wakeboard 
Tournament. Even though he is retir-
ing, the Correct Craft board has asked 
Meddock to act as a consultant to the 
company and its many events and affil-
iations. 

NSL & NWL Coordinators Needed 
There is always a need for more 

National Ski League and National 
Wakeboard League coordinators. For 
more information regarding any grass-
roots-related items in 2004, contact 
USA Water Ski at (863) 324-4341 or 
e-mail usawaterski@usawatersktorg. 

Correct Craft Honored By J.D. Power 
Correct Craft, a premier sponsor of 

USA Water Ski, received its second con-
secutive J.D. Power and Associates 
award for customer satisfaction in the 
ski/wakeboard segment of its 2003 Boat 
Competitive Information Study. Correct 
Craft received highest ratings in every 
major factor of overall customer satis-
faction, including Overall Rating, 
Quality and Reliability, Value for 
Money, Exterior, Ride & Handling and 
Ski & Board usage. It also received the 
highest rankings in 10 of 12 satisfaction 
factors in the study. 

The J.D. Power and Associates 
2003 Boat Competitive Information 
Study was based on responses from a 
total of 10,734 owners of 2002 and 2003 
model-year boats purchased between 
January 2002 and February 2003. 

Members Can Adopt A Library For 2004 
Do you know of a library in your 

area in desperate need of some water 
skiing literature? Adopt A Library is a 
project to get the world of water skiing 
on the racks and into readers' hands at 
our public and school libraries. You can 
help make this dream a reality by send-
ing the gift of The Water Skier magazine 
to a library in your area. 

For $15, one library of your choice 
will receive a one-year subscription to 
The Water Skier magazine. For $63.75 
($12.75 per subscription), five libraries 
of your choice will receive a one-year 
subscription to The Water Skier maga-
zine. Simply send in sponsor informa-
tion: name, address and payment; and 
gift subscription information: name and 
address. Mail your information and a 
check made payable to: USA Water Ski 
Adopt A Library, 1251 Holy Cow Road, 
Polk City, FL 33868-8200. Visa and 
MasterCard also are accepted. 
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Top Juniors Expected To Compete 
At U.S. Water Ski Team Trials 

Unlike the 2003 U.S. Water Ski Team Trials, 
which saw more than 100 athletes wing for 
spats on nine U.S. Water Ski Teams, the 

2004 U.S. Water Ski Team Trials will see more than 
30 U.S. athletes competing for spots on just one 
team ILONG DASH] the 2004 U.S. Junior Water Ski 
Teem. But that doesn't mean it won't be one of the 
most competitive tournaments of the year. The team 
trials, a three-round tournament conducted under 
International Water Ski Federation rules, will be held 
July 2-4 at Sunset Lakes in Okahumpka, Fla. 

The U.S. Junior Water Ski Team will represent 
the United States in team competition at the 2004 
Junior Worlds, which also will be held at Sunset 
Lakes, Sept. 2-5. Organized by the Central Florida 
Sports Commission with the approval of USA Water 
Ski, the biennial event will feature the world's top 

junior water ski athletes competing for world titles in 
slalom, tricks and jumping events. Athletes compet-
ing in all three events will be eligible for the coveted 
overall titles. 

The U.S. Junior Water Ski Team will be com-
prised of four athletes with a sex distribution of 
either 3/1 or 2/2. At the 2002 Junior Water Ski 
World Championships in San Bernardo, Chile, the 
U.S. Junior Team topped the 20-team field, earning 
8,256.0 points for the world team title. Top athletes 
expected to compete at this year's team trials 
include Danyelle Bennett, Alex Lauretano, Morgan 
Pavur, Taylor Pavur, Storm Selsor, Skip Wintter and 
Michael Young. 

For the qualifications and procedures for the 
2004 U.S. Junior Water Ski Team, go to 
USAWATERSKI.org. 

=omen TALES FROM THE DOCK set 
Pumpkin Skiing in the Desert 

Several years ago in Lewiston, N.Y., 
members of the Neptune Ski Club started a 
local tradition of carving out a pumpkin, 
adding a face and drain holes, and then ski-
ing down the river with the pumpkin on 
their head. That tradition moved across the 
country in 1999 when Neptune members 
Susan Talarico, Jim Ruzewski and 
Annemarie Alf relocated to Arizona. 

The fun always starts the Saturday 
night before Halloween with a ton of food 
and a big outdoor party. This year, most of 
the 21 families at Lakeside Ski Village in 
Gila Bend, Ariz., and a few very special 
guests, got together to continue the tradi-
tion. 

The great pumpkin carving contest 
began on Saturday just after sunset. It is 
always fun to watch the rookies show up 
with pumpkins bigger than most ski boats. 
Awards on Sunday ranged from best pump-
kin to best costume to the special best buffoon award. 

On Sunday, Canadian Women's jumping champion Karissa Wedd based a 
three-tier pyramid; world overall and tricks champion Jimmy Siemers com-
pleted a tricks run that left everyone in awe; and not to be outdone, water ski 
legend Lucky Lowe ran 28 off. All donned pumpkins on their heads. 

The real star in the Lowe family that day, however, was 5-year-old Chance, 
who became the youngest ever to ski with a pumpkin on his head at the event. 
Lucky himself was topped that day by local Lakeside skier Steve Ware, who 
ran 32 off and won the best buffoon award for 2003. John Fumo, another local 
skier, did a barefoot run with a tumble-up before his pumpkin exploded. 

Everyone skied with a pumpkin on his or her head that day, and the truth 
is, they all loved it. For the past four years, families and friends have come out 
to enjoy, participate and bond together in a way only water skiers know how. 

—Luigi Talarico Jr. & John Fumo 
Gila Bend, Ariz. 

Submit your Tales From The Dock by e-mail to usawsmagazine@usawaterski.org 
or mail to The Water Skier, 1251 Holy Cow Road, Polk City, FL 33868-8200. 



McMurtry Embraces The Road To Victory 

When Royce Andes himself signs you up for 
the Disabled Nationals, there's no backing 
down. That's how Kerni McMurtry gat her 

start in the Water Skiers with Disabilities 
Association (WSDAL Andes, a pioneer of adaptive 
water skiing programs in the United States, took it 
upon himself to coach McMurtry in slalom and tricks 
skiing during her teens. "One day he said, 'Kern, 
you're signed up for Nationals,'" recalls Kern with a 
laugh. "That was my first competition. Ever since 
then, I've been hooked." 

McMurtry was born with spinabifida, a congen-
ital disease that affects the nervous system. 
Although the disease confines her to a wheelchair 
most of the time. McMurtry has never had much 
trouble keeping up with the pack. As an undergradu-
ate. McMurtry successfully competed at the 
Collegiate Nationals and All-Stars as a tricks spe-
cialist for Chico State's water ski team. Today, as a 
grad student pursuing a Masters in exercise physiol-
ogy, McMurtry no longer competes for Chico, but 
her college experiences carry over into her WSDA 
pursuits. "I used to get so nervous at the national 
disabled competitions," she says. "It wasn't until 
after I started skiing at college that I learned to har-
ness all that nervous energy and use it to ski well. It 
taught me how to have fun with it." 

r711;11Fr., 
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placements in slalom, tricks, jumping 
and overall at the 2003 Disabled 
Worlds. 

This year, McMurtry is hav-
ing more fun than ever as the 
reigning Women's MPS world 
overall champion and member of 
the U.S. Disabled Water Ski 
Team, the reigning world team champion. "That 
whole experience was amazing," she says. 'The team 
taking the gold was the best part of it all. I wasn't 
expecting a lot as far as how I placed, so I was just 

blown away that I did so well." McMurtry secured 
podium finishes in all three events at the Disabled 
Worlds. just three weeks after winning the Women's 
MP3 national tricks title. 

Of all the things McMurtry loves about water 
skiing — "the summertime.. -the heat. . the family of 
skiers,, and being in the sun." among them — the 
travel involved in competitive water skiing is at the 
top of her list. "Before. I would have never imagined 
traveling alone. and now I can't get enough of it. I 
really have a travel bug," she says. ironically, it's 

traveling that may keep McMurtry 
from competing in the 2004 Nationals. 
A three-week stay in Bosnia and 
Croatia just sounds too good to pass 
up, she explains guiltily. 

One thing is for certain, 
McMurtry's love for the road won't 
keep her off the road to victory. 
Whether or not she turns up to defend 
her national title in 2004, rest 
assured McMurtry is training hard. 
"My dream is to be one of the first 

women to do a flip." she says. "Before that happens, 
there are a few other tricks I need to get down.' • 

— Monica Minnick 

Hip Surgery May Spell The End To 
Overton-Johnson's Illustrious Career Kristi Overton-Johnson doubts that Kr

ever be able to compete 
gain. but she insists that she's 

leaving her options open. In January, 
Overton-Johnson, 34, underwent the first 
of two operations to correct a hip disor-
der she has had since birth. The second 
surgery is scheduled for July. The proce-
dures likely will keep Overton-Johnson off 
of skis for at least a year, and most likely 
will result in her eventual retirement from 
competitive water skiing. "I've known I was 
going to need these surgeries since I was about 
15," says Overton-Johnson, who only competed in 
one professional tournament in 2003. "My hip sock-
ets never really developed. I've been dealing with the 
pain for a long time, but it has really, really bothered 
me the last few years. I'm having the procedure 
done now to keep from having to have artificial hips." 

Overton-Johnson has held the Women's world 
slalom record of 1 buoy at 41 feet since 1996, and 
she remains the only woman to have ever the run 
the 39-1/2 off pass in a sanctioned event. She has 
won nearly every Women's slalom title imaginable, 
including the 1999 Pan American Games and Water 
Ski World Championships. She is a four-time U.S. 
Open champion and six-time Masters' champion. 

But over the course of the past two 
years, Overton-Johnson has seen 
fellow competitors and close friends 
Susi Graham-McCormick and Toni 
Neville retire, and she has battled 
through the pain as much as she 
could. "I miss the camaraderie that 
existed when Susi and Toni were still 
competing. I just don't enjoy [com-
peting at tournaments' as much 
anymore," she says. "I still feel like I 
haven't reached my potential, but I 

haven't been able to practice at 39-1/2 off the last 
two years. To go to a tournament knowing that I 
won't be able to ski my best is not a lot of fun." 

But just because Overton-Johnson won't be on 
skis in 2004, doesn't mean she won't remain active 
in water skiing. Last September, Broadman & 
Holman Publishers released Overton-Johnson's first 
book — Running The Course, Becoming a Champion 
in God's Eyes. As the founder and president of In His 
Wakes, a multifaceted ministry, Overton-Johnson 
shares insights in the book gained from her fife as a 
Christian, focusing on the rigorous demands of her 
life as an athlete and the rewards of living the 
Christian lifestyle in a challenging world. The book is 
available at all major bookstores as well as through 

kristioverton, cam and inhiswakes.com . 
Meanwhile, for the second consecutive year, 

Overton-Johnson will oversee the In His Wakes min-
istry, which introduces people to Jesus Christ 
through the use of water sports. Included in this 
ministry is the Making The Cut Tour, which travels to 
cities across the country offering Christian-based 
water sports clinics and exhibitions. "It's been a 
whirlwind year, even though I haven't skied," 
Overton-Johnson says. "I'm excited about the min-
istry and everything surrounding it. Do I expect to 
compete again? No. But I'm leaving my options 
open. I've accomplished everything and now I want to 
give back. I'm at peace with whatever I do." di 

— Scott Atkinson 
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Debbie Nordblad 

Debbie Nordblad says it's time to 
slow down a little. In October, 
Nordblad clinched her 12th con-

secutive top-five finish at the Water Ski 
Racing World Championships in Long 
Beach, Calif. Nordblad, 50, won two 
world titles, three world silver medals 
and three world bronze medals during 
her illustrious career. While she insists 
she will continue to race in the famed 
Catalina Ski Race and a select number 
of other tournaments, Nordblad says 
she wants to take a break from the pres-
sures of qualifying for the U.S. Elite 
Water Ski Racing Team. She discusses 
her career with The Water Skier. 

TINS: Congratulations on another top-
five finish at the Water Ski Racing 
World Championships. How much did it 
mean to you to finish in the 
top five for the 12th consecutive time in 
your last year competing at the 
Worlds? 
ON: Of course my two gold medals, 
three silver medals and three bronze 
medals meant a lot to me, but I have to 
be happy that at the age of 50 I am still 
able to compete with the younger skiers. 

TINS: Would you say winning the two 
world titles (1985 and 1991) are your 
greatest accomplishments of your 
career? 
ON: Winning two gold medals is like a 
dream. There's nothing like standing on 

the podium with your country's national 
anthem being played for you. But I also 
would have to say that the consistency I 
have had throughout my whole career is 
a great accomplishment. I have been 
lucky to win every competition I have 
entered at least once. 

TINS: What would you say has been 
your single greatest accomplishment in 
your water ski racing career? 
ON: I am fortunate to have accom-
plished so many things in my water ski 
racing career. It's hard to single out just 
one. For me, every title, record and win 
has been a great accomplishment. 
Water ski racing is so demanding; a win 
doesn't usually happen without some 
exhaustion. When you're skiing for 45 
minutes to 1 hour in any type of water 
condition at 60 to 90 mph, you have to 
be as tough mentally as you are physi-
cally. If you come across the checkered 
flag No. 1, it's a great accomplishment. 

TWS: Do any particular races stand out 
in your mind? 
ON: One time I will never forget — I 
was racing the Giro del Lario, a race in 
Italy. There was a huge storm. Three 
boats actually sunk. It was probably the 
biggest water I have ever raced in. Out 
of the 30 or 40 starters of the race, I was 
one of two who finished the race. The 
race normally takes about one hour to 
complete. We raced for more than three 

-Vie +Nay 

hours. It was amazing to cross the finish 
line. But what I'll never forget was the 
reception and applause I received from 
my Italian friends when I walked into 
the Moregallo Club. I felt like a hero. It's 
times like those that make it all worth 
it. 

TINS: How and when did you get start-
ed in water ski racing? 
ON: It all started as family fun time 
together. My dad took me to my first 
race at age 8. He pulled me behind our 
family outboard and I won. My dad was 
hooked on the sport. My mom, dad, sis-
ter, Donna, and I all raced for years. 
They finally got out of the sport when I 
was about 17, but I continued on. At 
that time there weren't world champi-
onships. We only had two marathon 
races in the United States at that time 
— Catalina and the Lake Mead 50/75 
miler. I was 17 when the United States 
held its first national championships. It 
was held at Clear Lake where I compet-
ed in the Women's Open and placed sec-
ond. 

TINS: What was competing in your first 
race like? 
ON: The race was in San Diego. At that 
time the girls and boys raced together in 
the 0-9 age class. All the other kids were 
on two skis. I was the only one on a sin-
gle ski. I won by a large margin. By the 
next race, most of the other kids showed 
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up on a single ski. I continued to 
win and the next season the 
0-9 was split into 0-9 girls and 0-9 boys. 

TINS: Who were some of the 
people that have helped you 
throughout your career, and that you 
owe some of your success to? 
ON: Definitely mom and dad in my ear-
lier days. Even in the later years they 
were always there to help with my 
training along with my sister, Donna, 
and brother-in-law, Doug. My good 
friend Shelbey Guardalabene, who is 
the owner of Rex Marine, along with her 
husband, Mike, helped me with a Rex 
Marine sponsorship for many years. 

TINS: Wasn't Shelbey a training part-
ner, too? 
ON: Shelbey and I were great training 
partners until her retirement from ski 
racing about seven years ago. We skied 
three to four days a week with her 
Hallett twin engine outboard, making 
countless trips back and forth from 
Long Beach to Catalina and back. In the 
past five years, my daughters, Lacey 
and Mallory, have been my training 
partners along with my boyfriend and 
observer, Mike King, and Shelbey on 
occasion. Having the opportunity to 
train on the water is invaluable in 
water ski racing. The sport is very 
demanding. 

111VS: How important is the team 
aspect in water ski racing? 
ON: I owe a lot of my success to my 
great drivers and observers throughout 
the years. Water ski racing is a team 
effort. It is so important that the team 
(driver, observer and skier) all work 
together. Ron Tesarski was my driver 
for many years and I feel he is one of the 
best drivers in the sport. He is the best 
at reading the water and is always able 
to pick the best line when working his 
way through traffic I owe a lot to his 
expert driving. Two great observers that 
I owe my success to are Mike King and 
Dusty Schulz. They watch me with a 
close eye and let the driver know how 
I'm doing and if we can go faster or not. 
They help me get through a grueling 
and tiring race feeling safe — well, as 
safe as you can feel at 85 mph — while 
pushing me as hard as I can be pushed. 
I owe a lot of gratitude to these three 
guys for many years of success. I have 
raced behind a number of other drivers 
along the way who have also done a 
great job for me, but I raced with Ron 
the longest. I've also had a lot of help 
from my sponsors, like Columbia Steel, 
and from my good friend, Carl Johnson. 
It would be difficult to keep the boat full 
of fuel for as many miles as I train with-
out their help. 

TVVS: While you've said you are 
retiring from ski racing from 
the standpoint of qualifying and com-
peting at the world championships, you 
are still going to compete in some races. 
What is your schedule going to be 
like in 2004? 
ON: I don't have any definite plans for 
my race schedule in 2004 except that I 
plan to race the Catalina Ski Race. I 
have spent so many years basically 
putting my life on hold while I prepare 
for the next race, which during the sea-
son is about every three weeks. I love 
the sport of water ski racing and would 
hate to retire completely from it. My 
plan is just to slow down a bit and pick 
a couple of marathons to race in. When 
you're concerned about qualifying for 
Worlds, you need to race at every 
marathon, and when you're not racing, 
you need to spend those weekends prac-
ticing. I live about one hour from the 
water so just to get a one-hour ski ride 
it takes about five hours of my day 
between driving to and from the water, 
launching, idling out to where you can 
ski at speed and washing the boat. 

TINS: Your daughters have experienced 
some early success in ski racing. Tell us 
about them and what it means to you to 
have them racing? 
ON: Lacey and Mallory are both great 
water ski racers. They are both natu-
rals. I've enjoyed the fact that they have 
been interested in racing because it has 
been a chance for us to stay close as a 
family with common interests. The 
three of us have spent countless hours, 
days and weeks together at the lake ski-
ing. We enjoy pushing each other to do 
our best. We also spend time together at 
the gym, track and cycling. I'm excited 
that Lacey and Mallory are interested 
in attempting to qualify for the 2005 
U.S. Water Ski Racing Team. I would 
love to train them and give them as 
much support as they have given me 
throughout the years. 

TINS: What is it about the sport of ski 
racing, or Debbie Nordblad for that 
matter, that brings out such a competi-
tive spirit in you at age 50? 
ON: I don't know if it's because I've 
been competing for so many years that 
it's ingrained in me, but it seems to be 
the way I am with everything I do. I 
hate to lose. I hate to tire out, to quit. So 
I push myself constantly. I feel good 
when I'm doing well and figure I will 
continue to push myself as long as I 
can. It's what I know. I love the 
excitement of the speed in ski 
racing. 

TINS: What kind of fitness program do 
you take part in to stay in such phe-
nomenal shape? 

ON: I teach spinning classes at the 
gym. I spend an hour on a spinning bike 
almost every day. I'm not a good runner, 
but I will push myself to go to the track 
with my daughters to run and to climb 
the bleachers. I lift weights four to five 
days a week and ride my mountain bike 
around what we call "the loop," which is 
a one-hour ride near the base of Mount 
Baldy. Of course I ski as much as possi-
ble, too, even if it's on my social ski. It 
seems that everything I do to exercise, I 
do it for one hour always working on 
cardio as well as strength. 

TINS: Do you have any advice for up-
and-coming water ski racers? 
ON: Try to get together with a driver 
and observer that you can work togeth-
er with for years. You will do a lot better 
when you're all working as one. Your 
equipment is important, especially your 
ski. If you're struggling, you 
may need to change something on your 
ski, like binding placement. I also think 
cardio and strength training are both 
important. 6 

Interview & Photography by Scott Atkinson 

Vital Stats 
1 •11.•" 

Birthdate: March 7, 1953 

Hometown: Claremont, Calif. 

Began water skiing: age 6 

Began water ski racing: age 8 

Career highlights: 12-time 
member of the U.S. Elite Water 
Ski Racing Team; two-time Open 
Women's world champion; nine-
time national champion; Catalina 
Ski Race Women's record holder 
(59 minutes, 8 seconds); first 
woman to win Catalina in under 1 
hour 

Sponsors: Columbia Steel, Carl 
Johnson & Snappy Racing, 
SportsPros Fitness & Physical 
Therapy, Teague Custom Marine, 
Rex Marine and Custom Canvas 
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In the midst of his best season in his relatively young 
water skiing career, Jimmy Siemers reclaimed the world 
jumping record in 2003 and stamped his name among 
the greatest of all time 

Written by Scott Atkinson 

If the first few weeks of the new year 
were any indication of what lays 
ahead in 2004, then Jimmy Siemers is 

in for a long season. Shortly after a 
photo shoot in 40-degree temperatures 
for a national water ski publication, 
Siemers developed a nasty virus attrib-
uted to a combination of a whirlwind 
schedule that he had been keeping 
since last spring and some uncharac-
teristic chilly weather in central 
Florida. The illness set in just as 
Siemers, 21, was to enjoy a weeklong 
cruise in the Caribbean with his par-
ents, grandparents and brother, Eric. "I 
don't think I've ever felt so bad in my 
life," Siemers says. "It was horrible." 
Siemers says he ended up sleeping the 
first five days of the cruise and didn't 
eat for nine days. He lost 20 pounds in 
17 days. Apparently, there is something 
out there that can beat Jimmy Siemers. 
That certainly wasn't the case in 2003. 

Siemers started off by winning 

Men's jumping at the MasterCraft Pro 
Water Ski Championships in May and 
followed that up by winning Men's 
tricks, jumping and overall at the 
Collegiate All-Stars. In July he tied the 
Open Men national jumping record 
with his winning leap of 233 feet at the 
Malibu Open. He upped that mark in 
August at the Overton's U.S. Open 
Water Ski Championships, where he 
broke the Men's world jumping record 
with a leap of 236 feet. The next week 
he won national titles in Open Men's 
tricks, jumping and overall at the 2003 
GOODE Water Ski National 
Championships. Competing in his first 
Water Ski World Championships in 
September, he set four world champi-
onships' records in tricks, jumping and 
overall on his way to winning world 
titles in Men's tricks and overall. In 
October, he won Men's tricks at the 
Collegiate Nationals. In November he 
secured gold medals in tricks, jumping 
and overall at the 21 and Under Water 

Jimmy Siemers was named USA Water Ski's 2003 
Male Athlete of the Year. 

Ski World Championships. It was no 
surprise that he was named USA Water 
Ski's 2003 Male Athlete of the Year and 
the International Water Ski 
Federation's Male Water Ski Athlete of 
the Year. "Looking back at it all, it's 
kind of scary," Siemers said in late 
January, still trying to get his strength 
back. "I've kind of [accomplished] 
everything now. What's left? My No. 1 
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A Chip Off The Old Block 

a 

If young water skiers want to model 
themselves after an athlete, Jimmy 
Siemers wouldn't be a bad choice. If 

parents of young water skiers want to 
model themselves after a parent, Jim 
Siemers wouldn't be a bad choice. 

Jim rarely misses any of Jimmy's 
major tournaments, but rather than 
act as promotional manager and 
cheerleader, he is a key behind-the-
scenes supporter, more often playing 
the role of unofficial equipment man-
ager and travel agent. "I'm not the 
most organized person in the world," 

Despite crashing on his very first jump 
attempt, 7-year-old Jimmy landed his next 
two, and this photo shared the front page 
of the local sports section in the following 
day's newspaper. 

Jimmy admits. "Dad takes care of a 
lot of my travel itinerary and just 
keeps me on the right track with 
things. He also is a very relaxed per-
son and I think that is why I am so 
relaxed at tournaments. I think my 
approach to skiing has a lot to do with 
my dad. He's never pushed me. He 
has always let me make my decisions. 
I've just always tried to go out and 
have fun." 

Jim's introduction to water skiing 
dates back more than 40 years. Henry 
and Liz Siemers used to take their 
son for ski rides on Center Hill Lake 
in Smithville, Tenn. The family even-

\-- 

tually joined the Tennessee Ski Club 
in Nashville and all three began ski-
ing in the club's traveling show. "Dad 
was the clown, mom did ballet and I 
tricked and performed in the slalom 
act," Jim says. "Eventually dad 
retired as a pilot from the air force 
and we moved to Iowa." 

Although he didn't consider him-
self a competitor, Jim joined the 
Waterloo Ski Club in 1976 and 
became one of the state's top jumpers. 
He later won Men's jumping at the 
Iowa State Championships with a 
personal best leap of 125 feet. But his 
jumping career was cut short in 1979 
when he broke his ankle in three 
places. "I'll never forget that," says 
Jim, who still has a plate and three 
screws in his foot. "It happened on 
Memorial Day. That's when I started 
tricking." 

That's also when he decided to 
buy an A-frame house on a private 
lake so the family would have a place 
to ski on the weekends. If there was 
any doubt in Jim's mind that young 
Jimmy was a natural on skis, the 
proof came at two tournaments in 
1989. At one, 7-year-old Jimmy con-
vinced his father he was ready to go 
over the jump ramp for the first time. 
After going out the back on his very 
first attempt, Jimmy landed and rode 
out his next two attempts and shared 
the front page of the next day's local 
sports section with the British Open 
golf tournament leaders. At the other, 
he tallied 1,500 points in tricks and 
easily outscored Jim, who had been 
working on his tricks for more than a 
decade. "I smoked him!" a prideful 
Jimmy recalls some 14 years later. 
Adds Jim [laughing]: "I couldn't 
believe it. I had been working on 
tricks for 10 years and Jimmy just 
comes out to this tournament and 
beats me. I decided to quit right 
there. I just said to myself, 'I'm done!" 

Jim Siemei . .‘, 
in the 1970s. 

IdI I IF 

While he reluctantly stepped 
aside from actively participating as a 
water skier, he dove right into being a 
proud parent and supporter. "From 
the beginning, I told Jimmy and his 
younger brother, Eric, that I'll sup-
port them with whatever they want to 
do with their lives," Jim says. "I've 
seen so many parents live their life 
through their kids, and they end up 
pushing their kids too much. I told my 
sons that if they want to water ski. 
they'll want to water ski for them, not 
me." 

Eric, who was a national-level 
tricks skier in the junior ranks, quit 
skiing several years ago and is now in 
the Business program at the 
University of Texas. Jimmy, a junior 
at Arizona State, seriously contem-
plated quitting four years ago, but 
couldn't stay away from the lake for 
more than a week. "He was just tired 
of it all at the time," Jim says. 
"Jimmy told me he just wanted to be 
a normal kid. He missed a lot of 
school and wanted to do the other 
stuff kids do. I told him to do it. He 
took some time off, but he never real-
ly quit." Adds Jimmy: "I missed the 
lake too much and became bored. It 
just didn't feel right. I think I made 
the right decision." 

goal in water skiing was to win the world overall 
title. I've done that now. That's the ultimate in 
water skiing." 

He admits it will be tough to top last year's 
performances and that this year may be more of a 
struggle at first. The virus forced him to take some 
time off and cancel his plans to travel to Australia 
in March to compete in the season-opening 
Moomba Masters. His first major tournament will 
likely be as a member of the U.S. Elite Water 
Ski Team at the Pan American Water Ski 
Championships in April in Lima, Peru. "My 
goals for 2004 will remain the same as they 
have always been," he says. "I want to show up at 
every tournament, have fun, be competitive and 
try to win." 

Memories 
.9nic 

(602) 418-8904 

ww.memoriesink.net 

1X; Veytt#;7' 

info@memoriesink.net 
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Kristi Williams: 

Destination In Sight 
Editor's note: This is the first in a series 
of articles focusing on the accomplish-
ments and goals of some of USA Water 
Ski's youngest champions. 

Written by Monica Minnick 

For the first time in her life, Kristi 
Williams couldn't wait for the 
national championships in 2002. 

Unlike most, her enthusiasm had noth-
ing to do with water skiing and every-
thing to do with Schlitterbahn, a top-
rated water park in New Braunfels, 
Texas. As far as Kristi was concerned, 
watching her brother, Ryan, compete at 
Nationals was the downside of otherwise 
fun-filled family vacations. The 
Williamses had plans to follow-up the 
2002 Nationals with a trip to 
Schlitterbahn, and Kristi was beside 
herself with anticipation. But then the 
unthinkable happened. 

In May, a skateboard accident put 
an early halt to Ryan's summer plans, 
and doctors were doubtful that Ryan 
would recover in time for the Nationals. 
It took a few days before Kristi came to 
the awful realization — no Nationals 
meant no Schlitterbahn. That's when 
the determination set in. "If I qualify for 
Nationals, can we still go to 
Schlitterbahn?" she asked her father. 
"At the time, Kristi never really skied. 
But I didn't have the heart to say, 'Well, 
honey, you have to water ski to qualify 
for Nationals,' so I said sure," recalls 
Ken Williams. "She said right then, 
'Well, you call Ms. Linda. I want to start 
training." 

Her parents didn't expect her to last 
the week at Linda Giddens' Ski School. 
But when a month had passed and 
Kristi still hadn't returned home, they 
knew she meant business. "Her determi-
nation sets her apart from everybody 
else," Giddens says. "She's focused on 
what she wants to learn. If she has 
someone to compete against, she pushes 
even harder." 

Sure enough, Kristi won her ticket 
to Schlitterbahn. She qualified for 
Nationals by performing her first sur-
face 360 on a slalom tricks ski — just 
one day after learning to get up on a sin-
gle trick ski. She went on to respectable 
performances in the national competi-
tion. 

With Schlitterbahn out of her sys-
tem, Kristi's parents wondered if she 
would continue to ski in 2003. "Up until 
her first Nationals, she could take skiing 
or leave it," says Becky Williams, Krises 
mom. But after competing at the 2002 
Nationals, Kristi had a new destination 
in mind — the Nationals' podium. 

Skiing since: Age 4 
Favorite Event: Tricks 
Favorite Pro: Regina Jaquess 
Coaches: Linda Giddens & Dad 
Hobbies: Soccer & Basketball 

Once 
again, 
Giddens 
played a 
key role in 
initiating 
Kristi's 

game plan. "I sat down with her and 
told her what we were going to do, and 
she had the determination and goals to 
really work at it. Every time she could 
get on the water, she was on it," 
Giddens says. "By the Regionals I said 
if you can learn three more toe turns, 
you could win the Nationals." 

True to form, Kristi went to work 
without a moment's hesitation. "She 
didn't do any toe tricks all year and 
then in three days, she was doing toe-
wake-backs and toe-wake-fronts. "To 
me, that was pretty phenomenal," Ken 
says. Barring a close call mid-pass at 
the 2003 Nationals, Kristi executed her 
prestigious line-up cleanly. She took 
Girls 1 by surprise with her new-and-
improved tricks pass, earning bronze 
medals in tricks (1,310 points) and 
slalom (2.5 buoys at 15-off) for her first 
national overall victory. 

"Me and Ms. Linda added it all up 
and we were assuming if I didn't fall I 
could probably place first," recalls 
Kristi. "In tricks, I got a personal best. 
I was really excited because I had 
always bombed in tricks." "To me, if you 
do the best that you can do and you suc-
ceed at that, you can't ask for more," 
adds Ken. "Kristi did everything she 
knew how to do, so I was extremely 
happy for her." 

Though Kristi has shifted her 

.11• 

Zip 

attention to soccer during the off-sea-
son, she's determined to return to the 
Water Ski Nationals in 2004, this time 
in Girls 2. "There's going to be some 
really good girls from Girls 2 that will 
still be there, so I'd really like to get at 
least fourth overall," she says. In light 
of the tough competition, Kristi, who 
takes pride in the fact that her name is 
spelled the same as Kristi Overton-
Johnson's, has set her goals high for 
2004. She's aiming for 28 off in slalom, 
2,500 in tricks and 90 feet (more than 
double her current personal best) in 
jumping. "She'll be a contender in the 
next couple years in jumping," predicts 
Giddens. "Last summer, she wanted to 
jump a lot, but she couldn't really do it 
in tournaments so I didn't push her in 
it. This year, she'll get pretty fired up 
about it. She has a lot of potential 
because she's not afraid of it." 

If Nationals aren't motivation 
enough, Kristi has a little extra incen-
tive to meet her water skiing goals this 
year. "My dad makes these deals with 
me one time a year, and if I reach those 
goals, he gets me what I want," she 
explains. A quick learner, Kristi has 
accumulated quite a toy box during her 
short career. A giant stuffed dog, a gas 
scooter and Oakley sunglasses are 
among her prized possessions. But as 
an aspiring veterinarian, Kristi now 
has her sights set on a horse of her own. 
Ken assures the stakes will be high, but 
he knows his daughter's drive all too 
well. With water skiing season just 
around the corner, Kristi is already 
preparing to saddle up. 6 

28 www.USAWATERSKI.org The Water Skier March/April 2004 



Haywood McDonald: 

FuIIThrottIe Ahead 
Written by Monica Minnick 

It's 5 a.m. and Haywood McDonald is 
already full-throttle. "I like getting up 
at five in the morning. You get to play 

all day," he explains. The early morning 
ritual began two summers ago when 
Jimmy Siemers first came to town to 
coach Haywood and the rest of the 
Fayetteville gang in water skiing. But 
this month, it's duck hunting that spurs 
him out of bed before the earliest beams 
of light spill over the horizon. 

It's not every 10-year-old who tops 
his Christmas list with decoys, but 
Haywood is the exception. "You use a 
call, and they come in and you blow the 
mess out of the them," explains. 
Haywood who now devotes his Friday 
nights to Outdoor Life Network's 
"Ducks Unlimited," showcasing the lat-
est water fowling tips and tactics. "He's 
got me duck-hunting to death," says 
Greg McDonald, Haywood's father, 
exasperatingly. "He gets excited about 
things pretty easily; it's keeping him 
interested that's the trouble. Next win-
ter, it might be ice skating. When he 
gets into something he's 100 percent 
gung-ho." 

Despite the excitement surround-
ing his latest sport of choice, when the 
weather warms up, you can bet that 
Haywood will find his way out of cam-
ouflage and into neoprene. Haywood's 
kicks are as diverse as they are plenti-
ful, but if there's anything that has held 
his attention over the years, it's been 
water skiing. Ask him what he does 
with his summers, and he'll sum it up 
in three words: "chill, ski, ski." 

Haywood was only 3 years old 
when he strapped on his first pair of 
water skis. A mere two years later, he 
became the youngest athlete to compete 
at the 1999 Nationals and again at the 
2000 Nationals. "He's never been afraid 
of the water," says Lynette McDonald, 
Haywood's mother. "He and Olivia 
always used to stand on the dock and 
fight over who'd ski next. They'd wear a 
boat driver out." 

If the name Olivia McDonald 
sounds familiar, it probably is. 
Haywood's 13-year-old sister, Olivia, is 
quite a rising star. In fact, she has dom-
inated the Girls 2 overall event at the 
past two national championships. 
Haywood joined his sister atop the 
podium this year by winning the Boys 1 
national tricks and overall titles. The 
2003 national championships marked 
Haywood's fifth consecutive year com-
peting in Boys 1 and the first year that 
he has seized the overall title. 

Though Haywood is self-admitted-

• 

Skiing since: Age 3 
Favorite Event: Jumping 
Favorite Pro: Jimmy Siemers 
Coaches: Mark Bedsole, Jimmy Siemers & Dad 
Hobbies: Duck Hunting, Basketball, Soccer & Golf 

ly behind 
his sister 
in terms 
of overall 
skill-level, 
Siemers 
believes 

his protégé is gaining ground. "I'm 
waiting for Haywood to push Olivia. I 
can't wait for that day," he says. "Olivia 
has had an easy ride so far, but this 
summer when she saw Haywood go 80 
feet, she learned how to jump after 
that. She was like 'I am not letting this 
little crap beat me in jump this year.' 
She gained about 20 feet in jumping 
after that." 

Despite a tinge of sibling rivalry, 
Haywood will be the first to tell you 
that his sister will go pro. As for him, he 
says the money is just not there. After 
all, "she likes it better than me," 
Haywood rationalizes, quickly adding 
that he can learn tricks faster. "Olivia 
is our determined child that will prac-
tice, practice, practice; Haywood is our 
talented child," Greg says. "If I could 
get him to ski all the time, he'd just be 
incredible. He's just got his mind on a 
bunch of things, whereas Olivia is very 
focused." 

Focused or not, Haywood is win-
ning and winning big. In tricks, 
Haywood's specialty, he came within 
two tricks of the Boys 1 national record 
at the 2003 Nationals. "If I would've 
done my whole run, I would have bro-
ken it by 100 points. I was pretty 
bummed, but I got over it," says 
Haywood, who nearly tripled the tricks 
score of his nearest competitor. 

Haywood also set Southern Regional 
Championships records in Boys 1 
slalom (1 at 32 off, 30 mph) and tricks 
(3,290 points) in 2003. 

As for jumping, Haywood missed 
the Boys 2 Nationals cut-off by one 
place, but then again, he's only just 
begun. "My dad wouldn't let me jump 
until I tricked 3,000, but I broke his 
rule [last year] at Mark Bedsole's," 
Haywood says. As his new favorite 
event, Haywood has high hopes of 
jumping to the 100-foot mark next sea-
son. According to his coach, quite an 
authority on the subject, the potential 
is there. "He has respect for the ramp, 
but he's not afraid of it," Siemers says. 
"He'll attack it if he needs to." Case in 
point: Last summer, Haywood 
increased his personal best by 15 feet in 
a single leap by jumping the wakes to a 
one-ski landing while coming into the 
ramp on his first try. "That's a pretty 
difficult task for someone that small 
and someone who hasn't ridden their 
jump skis much. It was unreal!" recalls 
Siemers, referring to Haywood as a 
"typical 10-year-old nut." 

When he's not skiing or duck-hunt-
ing, there's always plenty of basketballs 
to be dribbled, golf clubs to be swung 
and soccer matches to be played. 

In typical Haywood fashion, young 
Mr. McDonald is most passionate about 
his newfound athletic endeavors. "I like 
trying new sports and new events, and 
I like the ones that I haven't been doing 
for a long time," he says. But if the 
world of water skiing is lucky, Haywood 
just might decide to stick around for the 
long haul. 6 
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°A It Year Strong 
When the temperature drops, on-water training is not always an option. And 

even when it is an option, sometimes you just need to mix things up! This issue, 
The Water Skier asked some top athletes what they have been doing to keep in tip-
top condition over the off-season. Here's what they had to say: 

Mike Cameron, Columbus, Ohio 
BOWLING 

Up here in northern Ohio we have 
a very long off-season. In order to keep 
in good mental and physical shape. I 
like to participate in any kind of compe-
tition. I am currently involved in a bowl-
ing league with a few friends. This 
helps me keep mentally focused, know-
ing that each ball I roll could be the dif-
ference between winning and losing. 

Nikki Souhliere, Howell, Mich. 
KICKBOXING 

I've been kickboxing about twice 
a week during the off-season. It's a 
great way to keep your whole body in 
shape. In a typical kickboxing class, 
you move non-stop for an entire hour, 
so it's great for building endurance. 

lino Suntan, 
Greenwood Village, Colo. 
SNOWBOARDING 

I get into snowboarding in the 
winter — the snowboard park and the 
half pipe and just riding the big moun-
tain. I go about twice or three times 
per week and try to push myself real 
hard. It helps my style and keeps me in 
shape. 

Rachel George, Houston, Texas 
DANCING 

During the off-season I enjoy 
dancing because it keeps me in great 
shape. Up until the middle of 
November I was dancing with a pro-
fessional company. Dancing really 
helps me with my balance and coordi-
nation. It uses different muscles than 
barefooting. which is good because it 
gives my body a break while keeping 
me in shape. 

Freddy Krueger, Winter Garden, Fla. 
GOLF 

I have had to lay off basketball to assure a full recovery 
from a bone bruise I fought all last season. So this winter I've 
been looking for non-impact sports, like trying to learn the 
game of golf and using it as a mental toughness tool. 
(Figuring I haven't broken one club this winter, I must be get-
ting more mentally tough!) I really don't worry about working 
specific muscles for skiing because I don't know that you can 
find those muscles. Every time I think I find an exercise that 
will get me fit for skiing, I take my first slalom set and can't 
raise my arms above my head for a week. 

bra Hamilton, Lake Worth, Fla. 
SURFING 

I surf here in West Palm Beach because the winter is 
the season for the waves. It keeps me in the water and keeps 
me in shape. The paddling works my upper body, and riding 
the waves helps my balance for wakehoarding. You stand on 
a surfl3oard the same as a wakeboard, but you don't have the 
rope there for stability, so you do have to balance more with 
just your legs. Yes, it is shark season all year and I am very 
afraid of them! 

Craig limm, Lindstrom, Minn. 
RUNNING 

My off-season sport of choice is running. Hill training 
and quarter mile or half mile repeats increase my anaerobic 
capacity and reduces my recovery time between passes and 
sets. Hill training also strengthens many of the same muscles 
used when jumping. These anaerobic activities are similar to 
the output required when taking a ski set (focused anaerobic 
intervals with rest/recovery intervals in between]. Distance 
running — 10 miles plus — is more about mental endurance 
than physical preparation. Positive thoughts and visualization 
are a must to get you from mile 20 to the finish line in a 
marathon. I use the same strategies during water ski com-
petitions. 

Billy Brion, Coventry, RI. 
DRY-LAND PRACTICE 

Dry-land practice is more important in the off-season. I 
usually try to do at least 30 minutes of dry-land training four 
days a week or more, if possible. I usually start my dry-land 
session by going through my trick runs and new tricks. Next 
I simulate wake slalom and positioning for jumping. I think dry-
land helps to train your body for the movements you will do on 
the water. It also is a good isometric exercise to help keep the 
muscles you otherwise wouldn't be using in condition. 
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Lori Krueger, Loudon, Tenn. 
RACQUETBALL 

I've been playing racquetball since I was in 
high school. In Illinois, I competed in racquetball, 
and after I moved south I continued to use it to train 
in the off-season. Racquetball, like slalom skiing, 
uses short bursts of energy, so the two sports kind 
of coincide. Although I haven't competed in a couple 
years, I usually play about three times per week. 

Mandy Nightingale, Sapulpa, Okla. 
WEIGHT LIFTING 

Since I've lifted weights for the past five years 
with basketball, it's just become a habit in the off-
season. In Colorado, we focused on lifting heavy 
weights with less reps because we were trying to 
build muscle. But right now, I'm just trying to main-
tain my strength, so I usually lift light weights with 
a lot of repetitions about four times a week. 
Although I haven't tested my max in awhile, I used 
to be able to squat 400 pounds. 

Kris LaPoint, Montverde, Fla. 
BIKING 

I like to do some bike riding on the open road 
in the country. Biking is excellent exercise for the 
lungs, the legs and the ankles, without the impact of 
running. A lot of skiing is having the ability to not 
only to hold loads with your legs, but to be able to 
relax the legs for the edge-change and the turns. 
Your legs have to be in better shape in order to 
relax them. When the legs are out of shape, they 
tend to be tight all the time, making turns more dif-
ficult. 

Terry Winter, Bend, Ore. 
SNOW SKIING 

I've been spending a lot of time on the slopes 
this winter. Two things make snow skiing one of the 
best off-season training activities: It's an absolute 
blast, and the fundamentals parallel water skiing. 
What better way is there to strengthen your mus-
cles and practice your slalom technique? If you want 
to experience the effects of counter-rotation and 
controlling skis by driving with your hips, head to the 
mountain this winter, 

Bill Bewness, Truckee, Calif. 
SLED HOCKEY 

Sled Hockey, or sledge hockey as it is called in 
Europe, is ice hockey for individuals that cannot 
stand to skate. Since February 2003, I have played 
at every opportunity and was recently selected to 
the U.S. Sled Hockey Team. Sled hockey is a fantas-
tic cross-training tool for water skiing. I am terrible 
about getting into the gym, so I need fun activities 
to keep me in shape in the off-season. Hockey fits 
that bill nicely. It is a wonderful cardio workout and 
keeps my upper body strong. 

WatieririCiL Jimmy Siemens, Tempe, Ariz. 
MOUNTAIN RUNNING 

In Phoenix, you can run up the mountains, 
and it's a killer workout. There are sections 
where every step you take, you're having to step 
up two feet in elevation. Do that for a couple 
hundred yards and you're just wasted! I've been 
doing a lot of that to stay in shape, and I've 
been doing it with my dog, Caley. It's perfect for 
me because she's always a couple steps ahead 
of me, so I'm always just kind of chasing my dog 
up the mountain. 

Natalie Hamrick, Tampa, Fla. 
ASHTANGA YOGA 

I've been practicing Ashtanga yoga at 
Yogani in Tampa over the winter in preparation 
for the coming season. It is a challenge for both 
the mind and body as focus must be maintained 
on breath while your arms and legs are con-
torted in some rather compromising 
positions. The overall strength, focus and bal-
ance that I am learning are my newest aides for 
development in the slalom course. 

Karen Truelove, Winter Garden, Fla. 
VARIETY 

Variety is the key to my off-season train-
ing. Like most people, I can get really bored 
doing the same activity over and over (with ski-
ing being the exception of course!). I try to vary 
my workouts by running, biking, swimming, 
inline skating, weight-lifting, ply metrics, bal-
ance exercises, etc. Mixing things up keeps me 
more motivated, and using my muscles in dif-
ferent ways reduces my chances of overuse 
injuries. After recovering from two ACL surger-
ies, I truly understand how important it is to 
make sure that your muscles are as well bal-
anced as possible. 

Chris Sullivan, Zachary, La. 
ROCK CLIMBING 

I have been trying to rock climb whenever 
I can. It's a great upper-body crusher, and it 
allows me to use my body in a relaxed state for 
the most strength. It's practicing the power of 
a position. This is very similar to the way I'm 
trying to ski. I am allowed to think through the 
climbing workout, which is a great concentra-
tion tool as well. 

Doug Rogerson, Plaquemine, La. 
ICE SKATING 

My favorite off-season activity is ice skat-
ing. It provides a good workout and requires 
concentration for good edge control and bal-
ance. Learning a new skill on ice takes the same 
mental preparation and repetitive practice as 
on the water. 
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club of the year 

Skionee Board Team Earns 
2003 Club of the Year Honors 
The Skionee Board Team of 

Davie, Fla., was selected 
USA Water Ski's 2003 Club 

of the Year in December. It 
marked the second consecutive 
year that the south Florida club 
had won the contest. The Club of 
the Year contest is an effort to 
recognize and reward the hard-
est working USA Water Ski-
affiliated club in the United 
States. It rewards clubs that 
host water ski events that pro-
vide opportunities for newcom-
ers to the sport to participate 
and become active members of 
USA Water Ski. Points were 
given to clubs for various events and 
elements that created, publicized and 
increased water skiing opportunities. 

The Skionee Board Team, which 
also won Southern Region Club of the 
Year honors, finished with a whopping 
12,125 points, nearly doubling the 
amount of points it tallied in winning 
the 2002 contest. The Rock Aqua Jays 
Water Ski Club of Janesville, Wis., 
which won the award in 1999 and 2000, 
finished second with 7,825 points. The 
Ski Broncs of Rockford, Ill., rounded 
out the top-three placements with 
5,150 points. There are nearly 700 affil-
iated clubs. "We had a dream... we fol-
lowed that dream and look where we 
are today... at the top of this country's 
ski clubs," says Kathy Conner. 

The San Diego Mission Bay Boat & 
Ski Team of San Diego, Calif., the 2001 
national club of the year winner, was 
selected the Western Region Club of the 
Year. The Rock Aqua Jays (Midwest), 

tic - 

Members of the Skionee Board Team accept the Club of the Year award 
from USA Water Ski Executive Director Steve McDermett (second from 
left) during USA Water Ski's annual awards reception in January. 

New York State Water Ski Federation 
(Eastern), and the College Station 
Water Ski Club of College Station, 
Texas (South Central), also earned 
regional club of the year honors. 

During the 2003 season, the 
Skionees held nine clinics and 16 tour-
naments, and hosted the Kneeboard 
National Championships in Altamonte 
Springs, Fla. The Rider Cup, the sport's 
first international kneeboard event, 
also was hosted by the Skionees in 
Lake Placid, Fla. 

The Skionee Board Team will 
receive a plaque an Insta-Slalom 
course, an OJ prop, a Clarion audio sys-
tem from Discount Inboard Marine, 

Speedo products and 
Straight Line ropes 
and handles. The 
team's name will also 
be engraved on a tro-
phy housed at the 

Water Ski Hall of 

A is 

Siblings Regina and Jared Bohlen were a big 
part of the Sklonee Board Team in 2003. 44

www USAWATERSKI.org 

Fame in Polk City, Fla. The region-
al winners receive free USA Water 
Ski and American Water Ski 
Educational Foundation member-
ships for one year, while the club of 
the year receives the same mem-
berships for five years. The 
Skionee Board Team and all of the 
regional winners will be recog-
nized at the Water Ski Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony, April 
23-25, in Polk City, Fla. 

The Skionee Board Team was 
formed in 2001 and grew from the 
members of the old MAP 
Kneeboard Team that was founded 
in 1988. Skionee founders George 
and Doris Rohner, along with 

Danny and Kathy Conner, planned to 
increase exposure to competitive knee-
boarding through USA Water Ski's 
grassroots program. Their objective 
was to grow kneeboarding back to what 
it was years ago. This dream is coming 
alive by focusing on young competitors 
and working to keep their interest in 
the sport in areas other than compet-
ing. The Skionees also have been work-
ing to get club members rated as offi-
cials. Along with this effort is time 
spent training kids to be officials and 
encouraging them to get involved in 
this area. 

Plans for the 2004 season include 
eight clinics and 14 tournaments, 
including two record class tourna-
ments. The Skionees also plans to help 
sponsor a U.S. Kneeboard Team to com-
pete at the second International Rider 
Cup in England, July 24-25. Several 
fund-raising ideas are in the works to 
assist the team with travel expenses. 
"Three things — volunteers, teamwork 

and enthusiasm — seem 
to be the glue holding 
the club together," Doris 
Rohner says. "All are 

equally important and 
' complement the others. 

The club members have 
been working together like 

one big family and care about 
each other and their kids. It is a 

very special feeling we all get 
when we see the individual accom-

plishments of each child. This is what 
we've been working toward and we love 
it. The Skionee Board Team is proud to 
acknowledge that we have been turning 
recreational skiers into champions." 

For more information on the 
Skionee Board Team, go to 
kneeboard.us. • 
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ABC .4. 1 towboats 

2004 American Barefoot Club Approved Towboats 

Malibu Boats • www.malibuboats.com Unmodified 

One Malibu Court • Merced, CA 95340 • (209) 383-7469 
Engine Tested - GM 5.7 Indmar1.51 I Gear Ratio - 1:1 Prop - Acme, 3,13x12 

.11.0111 

Klan 5tatis-. 0

Ski NO • www.extremeskiboats.com New 

P.O. Box 421 • McQueen° ,TX 78123 • (830) 557-6292 
Engine Tested - Volvo 5.7 I Gear Ratio - I/OProp-Volvo F-6 

alkali Ed LE.C.Teti.11.11:4• 

Malibu Boats • www.malibuboats.com Unmodified 

One Malibu Court • Merced, (A 95340 • (209) 383-7469 
Engine Tested -GM 5.7 Hammerhead I Gear Ratio 1:1 Prop - Acme, 3,13x12 

Sanger 
Sanger • www.sangerboats.com 
4394 Enterprise Place • Freemont, CA 94538 • (510) 651-8400 

JJ 
New 

Engine Tested GM 5.7 Mercruiser Black Scorpion I Gear Ratio - 1:1 Prop Acme, 3, 13xI3 

We build what skiers want. 

Dehixe Perfect Pass Pro Model 55' Main 

Get connected at sisports.com or call 866.426.7673. 

Key Stars- ,
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GENERATIONS 
OF INGENUITY 
AND INTEGRITY 

Just when you thought it couldn't get 
any better, we've done it again. 

Combining our 65 years of experience 
in designing propellers and today's 
technology, we created a revolutionary 
propeller called The Revolution XMP. 

It is smoother, quieter, and using the 
CNC machining technique, it's more 
consistent and more accurate with 
repeatability you can trust. 

11119,
'SERVING THE MARINE INDUSTRY SINCE 1936 I 

ani••••••41 

'1,11.Sici..11
/"••4111;;;;441/21/4 1/21/4

,

 , 
*;••• netart. 

thin,  

1(144/67,41111117/ 

4:1f44:4;4;;;;:.:4.6.41 

/oh, 
,,,,, 

, 
, ,

,,,,, ''

''''''''''''''' 

4";4 
id ' 

oil 
''''''''' 

"Ilt 4 

•••••1••••• 

E 
(11;2191;:t 

1144, 

'''

t 
0'(/ /// 44

/1/4  1'11,1. • 

. • % 4 40.614Liegi 
4 41441 

4414,710114% ....... 1 4i;; •X .. "*"*AV7,4,%'"'"' 

a! . 

'''' '''''' ''' ""'''''''''''' "'' ''""'' '"' "'' ' '"''"'' 1071441Alt !seal, 

'h....T.. • ' • '' 

''''' • .1 .1•••• 

•t' ., -'. - 

isalinson Propeller Company 
750 Natalie Btvd. Loudon, TN 37774 
Toll Free: 800.359.9730 

Tel: a65.458.5205, • Fax: 865.45813686 
wxYW.ojprops:com 

- 



Malibu Boats...
_ A Step Beyond 

M alibu Boats has always been a 
product-driven company, not a 
company founded on hype. 

Malibu's extraordinary success and 
industry recognition, winning 10 of the 
last 12 Boat of the Year awards, achiev-
ing more than eight industry-altering 
innovations and securing three U.S. 
Patents, has resulted from this devo-
tion to producing, quite simply, a supe-
rior boat. 

From precise mold construction to 
engineering excellence, every detail of 
every Malibu is scrutinized, supervised 
and approved by a devoted team of boat 
builders. "A Step Beyond," is more than 
a tag line. It is an oath and a standard 
that the employee-owners of Malibu 
Boats believe they are bound to uphold. 

When asked about the secret 
behind Malibu Boats' success, 
President and CEO Bob Alkema simply 
states, "We have a sincere passion for 
building the best boat we can and for 
offering our customers the best owner-
ship experience possible." That passion 
has shattered 11 world records and 
launched Malibu Boats into the No. 1-
position in the water sports industry. 
And yet, even in the presence of so 
much accomplishment, the people of 
Malibu Boats are constantly striving 
for that next step. That drive has some-
thing to do with the high caliber of peo-
ple Malibu Boats is associated with. 

In 1986, Alkema introduced an 
Employee Stock Ownership Program 
(ESOP) designed to give employees a 
vested interest in the success of the 
company. The first of its kind in the ski 

boat industry, this program has 
eliminated employee turnover, 
created a higher quality of crafts-
manship and hurled, already high 
moral, through the roof. By making the 
employees the owners, Malibu essen-
tially employs an entire workforce of 
quality assurance officials. Boats are 
scrutinized with employee-owner pride 
before they leave the factory. Paul 
Singer, Malibu Boats' vice president of 
sales & marketing, describes this phe-
nomenon in one statement: "We all 
have one goal, one cause; to do the best 
we can." 

To further that goal, in November 
1992, Malibu Boats became the first 
and only towboat manufacturer to oper-
ate multiple production facilities. The 
Loudon, Tenn., plant was built to ease 
transportation costs and at the same 
time make Malibu Boats more accessi-
ble to the east coast. Led by John 
Sisson, vice president of Tennessee 
Operations, Malibu Boats Tennessee 
has expanded twice since the first 
Echelon rolled off the line 11 years ago. 
Today, Malibu's Tennessee plant enjoys 
the same production potential as its 
California headquarters. 

But Tennessee isn't the only land 
where Malibu broke new ground. In 
1995, Malibu made another history 
making move by partnering with an 
established boat manufacturer to build 
Malibu boats in Australia. This agree-
ment brought the design efforts and 
technology of Malibu to a growing mar-
ket with unlimited potential, while cre-
ating a shorter delivery route to other 
growing international markets. Headed 

by Xavier West, this company is 
young and energetic and very closely 
mirrors the entrepreneurial spirit 
that drives Malibu Boats stateside. 
Today, Malibu Boats Australia is the 

largest custom ski boat manufacturer 
Down Under. 

The accomplishments that spur 
this insane growth begin and end 

with the boats and the people who 
build them. Design is a never-

ending process at Malibu 
Boats. Well-warn footpaths 
between the computer aided 
drawing board and construc-
tion are the signature of 
Malibu innovation. Along 
these trails Malibu engi-
neers have introduced the 

first on-board computer system, the 
patented swivel head pylon, the patent-
ed Fiberglass Engine Chassis System, 
perfectly machine CNC propellers, the 
Wedge and smoother riding hull 
designs. These precedent-breaking 
milestones were achieved by adjusting 
manufacturing procedures on the fly to 
take advantage of the latest technolo-
gies. 

Precision Computer Aid Design 
(CAD) has allowed Malibu engineers to 
become more efficient while improving 
finished product accuracy. Not only are 
components of a Malibu designed digi-
tally and machined within 1/1000th of 
an inch, the entire hull and deck mas-
ter plugs are carved by huge computer-
ized cutting machines. Technology 
spurs precise processes like these and 
Malibu Boats takes full advantage. 

Malibu's present domination con-
tinues to propel it even further ahead. 
In their 22nd year, the employee-own-
ers at Malibu have introduced more 
unique products and processes. 2004 
marked the introduction of four totally 
redesigned 23-foot Malibu models — 
the Wakesetter LSV and 23 Xti, the 
Sunscape 23 LSV and the Sunsetter 23 
rri. Other 2004 innovations joining 
these new models include accessories 
like the new Illusion X wakeboard 
tower, Malibu's new Gorilla Fins, and a 
slew of comforting amenities like 
Malibu's new Italian-made Isotta 
Steering wheel and throttle knob. 
Malibu refuses to fall victim to compla-
cency. That hunger for uncharted terri-
tory becomes clear when Singer says, 
"Let's break a rule. Let's make some-
thing new. Let's do something better." 

Malibu Boats is standing firmly a 
step beyond the competition with the 
help of vested employee-owners and 
industry first enduring designs. That is 
how Malibu Boats has served up more 
innovations in the water sports indus-
try than any other boat company. As 
the king of the mountain, Malibu could 
be looking down to intercept the up and 
comers, but instead the eyes of Malibu 
are gazing skyward and continuing to 
set their sites on the next step. Malibu 
Boats... A Step Beyond. 6 
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The underlying principle of our Malibu boat design is 
performance. Year after year our boats win awards of excellence, 
including 10 of the last 12 "Boat of the Year" awards. This is a 
nod to everyone on our Malibu design team, who build upon 

past successes, strive always to improve the present and 
invariably exceed expectations for the future. Malibu engineers 

push back the limits of technological achievement to build a 
better boat When you care about what you do, it shows. 

www.malibuboats.com 

performance ASTEPBEYOND* 





3-event training 2 

Editor's note: This is the first of a series 
of articles by Brent Larsen analyzing 
movement as it pertains to three-event 
water skiing. 

Written by Brent Larsen 
with input from Dr. Jim Michaels 

If a snow ski coach told you he could 
make you a better slalom skier by 
teaching you to move, would it spark 

your curiosity? Skiing is about sensa-
tions, the rush, and dynamic energy, 
almost a hypnotic workout. Without 
these feelings you wouldn't keep com-
ing back for more. If you understand 
what it means to move and can feel 
movements in both water and snow ski-
ing, you will improve quickly. 

What is it that we see in the best 
snow skiers that stops the eye of a 
coach and demands all of his or her 
attention? The first thing we see is how 
they flow on the mountain, how fluid 
and seamlessly they move, making turn 
after turn. This is what separates 
intermediate skiers from the best. 
Looking closer, we then observe where 
the skier's movements are coming from. 
They are dynamically balanced; their 
center mass area around the hips is 
quiet; their upper body is disciplined; 
and their lower body is doing the work. 
Looking down at the skiers' feet we can 
see how they regulate, adapt and man-
age the forces as their ski interacts 
with the snow. Specifically, we see how 
they release, transfer and engage the 
skis' edges. We observe how these pri-
mary movements are made to control 
edge and pressure. Overall, we notice 
how the skiers are stacked, angulated, 
aligned, countered, and how they use 
extension and flexion to be adaptable 
and versatile to the ever changing ter-
rain and snow conditions. Yes, we first 
see the whole skier, but then we evalu-
ate everything they are doing from the 
snow up, to see how movements affect 
center mass flow. It's really about 
learning to think from the surface 
(snow or water) on up. 

Right now, for water skiers, many 
of the concepts and terminology used in 
snow skiing (such as those used in the 
previous paragraph) may seem overly 
technical or scientific. But although it 
may take time to explain and clarify 
concepts, we're not talking rocket sci-
ence. 

In many ways snow skiing is far 
ahead of the rest of the sports' world in 
dealing with coaching and instruction. 
Understanding snow ski concepts and 
terminology can also be meaningful for 
water skiers, making it easier to under-
stand what is being felt and seen. 
Hopefully, this will also make it possi-
ble for you to quickly sift through dif-
ferent perspectives on how to ski and 
evaluate your own biomechanics. 

Center Ws' 

Freddy Krueger (above) and Billy Susi (right) demonstrate skeletal alignment and stacking as it applies 
to jumping and slalom, respectively. 

The Professional Ski Instructors of 
America (PSIA) defines skiing as 
dynamic balance in motion. For this 
article, let's concentrate on trying to 
understand what skier movement 
means while in motion. 

Let's consider an analogy to under-
stand the difference between move-
ments and motion. In a boat, move-
ments made by the observers and driv-
er can benefit or interfere with the 
boat's motion in a slalom course. In the 
same way, when a skier is on the water, 
his or her own specific movements can 
benefit or interfere with the ski's 
motion in relationship to the water. 
Many skiers can sense when the boat 
was not properly balanced or split 
times were off by 100th of a second. But 
even more important than the boats' 
motions are the skiers' own individual 
movements — how they themselves 
affect the ski's motion and its interac-
tion with the water. By contrast, the top 
snow skiers focus only on interaction 
between their own movements, skis 
and the snow. They rely on knowing 
how their skis will interact with the 
snow by making an effective, efficient 
adjustment. 

PSIA has deeply influenced my 
coaching and instruction. I have used 
movement analysis to identify skiers' 
fundamental movements, strengths 
and weaknesses. It's a systematic ana-
lytical approach of breaking down over-
all movements into simple movements 
that can be practiced repeatedly to 

reach desired outcomes. As a snow ski 
instructor we first like to use a static 
(non-motion) demonstration to explain 
movements. In water skiing, it's 
referred to as dry-land practice. 

We know that SO percent of the 
movements that are demonstrated by 
students on dry land will be the same 
motor movements used on the water. 
For the instructor, dry land is easier to 
clarify, monitor and adjust to the skiers' 
needs. Skiers benefit because they are 
able to slow everything down enough to 
correctly perform movements before 
being in motion on the slopes or on the 
water. Hopefully, by using some of the 
exercises used in snow skiing, water 
skiers can avoid old habits that are 
hard to break and can practice new, cor-
rect movements that are easily trans-
ferable to the water. 

Now, let's get back to our desired 
outcome of understanding how to move 
center mass fluidly. Let's think of snow 
skiing like walking down a hill. We can 
use walking to explain snow skiing and 
hopefully transfer this knowledge to 
explain water skiing. 

Stand in an athletic stance, where 
you are balanced and able to walk or 
move in almost any direction quickly. 
It's important to understand that when 
you take your first step, your center 
mass needs to move first, otherwise 
your foot would move out from under-
neath your upper body mass and you'd 
fall down backward. 

Before taking that first step, you 
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flex at the ankle ever so slightly allow-
ing center mass to move forward. You 
might also feel a softening, relaxing of 
the thigh muscle. You will become 
aware that this is a release — a release 
of muscle tension in the ankle joint and 
muscle tension in the thigh, which 
enables your center mass to move for-
ward first, before the foot steps forward 
and catches up. 

For our purposes, this exercise is 
just to make us aware of the relation-
ship between our hips and feet and how 
and where these movements interact. It 
shows us that these are primary move-
ments starting at the feet with a 
release of the ankle joint to allow center 
mass to move. 

Now walk in the pattern of a 
slalom course: four steps diagonally, 
several steps to make a turn, four steps 
to traverse, and so on. When you've fin-
ished, contemplate what you were 
aware of. What felt comfortable? 

You will realize that you kept mov-
ing and never paused or hesitated. Your 
center mass, hips and waist area 
stayed relaxed as you moved, and your 
hips moved squarely to each step. You 
will notice that you remained in bal-
ance and flowed at a steady speed — 
not speeding up or slowing down. You 
maintained a strong skeletal alignment 
of the body, which supports your body 
mass, and you were always making lit-
tle subtle adjustments in your feet and 
ankles to keep you balanced as you 
walked. Hopefully, you forgot that you 
were walking and instead were just 
moving and sensing your balance, 

keeping your center mass moving 
effortlessly. 

Now let's take these static exercis-
es to the water. Try free skiing outside 
the course making turns. Swing arcs to 
see if you are continuously flowing 
without hesitation or if glitches appear. 
Can you sense that you are balanced 
and that your center mass is moving 
with you all the time? What are your 
hips doing in relation to the directional 
path of the skis? Next, go only as wide 
as you sense you can while continuous-
ly moving and flowing without any hes-
itation. This will let you know how you 
relate to the width of a slalom course. 
This is not about going out and loading 
the line and pulling hard. It's just about 
moving continuously. 

Through these exercises, we are 
trying to make you aware of feelings, 
allowing you to sense your feet, your 
core, your hips, your waist and your 
center mass. Do you sense pressure 
under your feet and where the pressure 
is located as water pushes up against 
the bottom of your ski? Are you aware 
of the movement of your ankles, or even 
more specifically movements under 
your feet, and in the stronger muscle 
group tension in your thighs? At the 
end of the turn do you notice a glitch or 
a pause, or can you make it seamless? 

For now, put your emphasis on 
being smooth through the wakes. Like 
a snow skier, you want a strong skeletal 
alignment as you ski through both 
wakes in both directions. This skeletal 
alignment is referred to as stacking. 
Think of stacking a number of boxes on 

top of one another. You don't want the 
boxes to fall over, so you stack them so 
they are stable and can't easily be 
knocked over. In snow skiing, we think 
of each segment of our body as a box. 
The largest box segment is the upper 
body, while your feet, legs, head, etc. 
make up smaller segments. To under-
stand balance, stance and stacking of 
the body segments, you need only take 
your rear foot out of the binding and 
continue to ski through the slalom 
course. 

The best snow skiers all know that 
to ski well, they must be able to stand 
primarily on only one leg, their outside 
leg, to withstand the forces that build 
through the turn. Because you are in 
motion while skiing, you are being 
acted on by external forces. For snow 
skiers, momentum is the result of the 
pull of gravity. The parallel for water 
skiers is the momentum of the boat. 
Centrifugal forces and centripetal 
forces act upon all skiers, whether on 
the water or on the snow. As you slalom 
ski on one leg, you will likely sense that 
it is difficult to keep your upper body 
aligned over the base of support under 
your foot. If your hips and upper body 
are wobbling and bobbing, you are not 
in a strong skeletal stack or stance on 
the ski, and as your core area of center 
mass will reveal, you can't be concerned 
with being fluid until you are stable 
and stacked. If you are stacked proper-
ly as you ski through the wakes and 
turns and can sense your hip move-
ments, center mass fluidity and feeling 
in your feet, you will heighten your 
ability to improve. You can easily trans-
fer these techniques to your normal 
two-foot slalom stance. 

So what does it mean to move? It's 
being aware of yourself and how your 
movements interact to manage and reg-
ulate the ski in the water. First, it is 
very important to be balanced and 
stacked on the ski. Then while in 
motion, be aware of your hips, the 
forces upon your ski and your center 
mass and how it flows. 

When snow skier Jean Claude 
Killy was asked how he won three gold 
medals at the Olympics, he simply said 
that he had "intelligent feet." Hopefully 
you can now understand the word 
"movement" and its importance in 
being able to ski like the best. By apply-
ing these concepts to your water skiing, 
may you develop "intelligent feet" as 
well! 6 

Brent Larsen is a certified profes-
sional snow ski instructor, specializing 
in Primary Movements Teaching 
System (PMTS). Larsen has been 
actively involved in water skiing for 
more than 40 years as a competitor and 
coach. 



hydrofoil training ) 

Ptoot ts
Front Hip 

on the 
Hydrofoil 

Written by Geno Yauchler 
Photography by Lynn Noyakofski 

B efore attempting a front flip, you 
first need to be able to ride very 
comfortably on the hydrofoil and 

be able to perform a minimum of at 
least one other invert, like a back roll or 
a gainer. If you feel you are ready for 
the front flip, don't go jumping into the 
water just yet. I recommend that you 
learn the flip on a trampoline with a 
rope tied to something solid, so as to 
simulate the pull of the boat. 

I personally have a 4x4 post with a 
pulley and a weight tied to the rope so 
there is never any slack in the line. I 
have it rigged so that I can clip on my 
desired weight, depending on the 
weight of the person training and the 
type of trick being performed. The 
weight needs to provide enough resist-
ance to simulate being on the water. 
This set up works well for any type of 
water sports where learning an invert 
is your goal. 

I recommend stretching before you 
do anything physical, including hydro-
foiling. I have seen and had personal 
experiences with injuries because peo-
ple did not warm up properly. The most 
important stretches, believe it or not, 
are the hamstring stretches. Why, you 
ask? After all, you are sitting down! 
What could hamstrings have to do with 
hydro foiling? Well, your hamstrings 
have a direct effect on your back. The 
next time your back is sore, try stretch-
ing those hammys for relief. In addition 
to your hamstrings, stretch your shoul-
ders and biceps before hydrofoiling. 
This will make a big difference in your 
longevity. 

Now that you are all set up, you 

first want to perform the trick 
without the rope, whether you are 
on the trampoline or behind the 
boat. Get a feel for performing the 
front flip and landing on your feet 
or the foil first, so that you know 
where you are in the air. Once you 
feel comfortable with the trick and 
are completing it rope-less, it is 
time to grab the string and go for 
the make. 

The idea is to ride up the wake 
on the foil, get the air as you rock 
your shoulders back (loading the 
line), and then thrust your head 
forward when you get to your peak 
of height. The most difficult aspect 
of this trick is that it is blind. This 
is why I recommend learning a 
back roll or gainer first — they are 
easier because you can spot your 
landing before you hit the water. 
Not so with the front flip, thus making 
air sense so important. Once you are 
able to rotate all the way around and 
land with ease, the next step is holding 
onto the rope. 

When holding onto the rope 
throughout the entire trick, a few 
important tips will be helpful. As you 
load the line, you want to keep both 
hands on the handle and in the center 
of your body until you get to the top of 
your altitude. As you begin to thrust 
your head forward, raise your handle to 
about eye level. By placing your handle 
here, in addition to thrusting your head 
forward, you are creating the rotation 
needed to complete the front flip. 

Once you begin your rotation, it is 
then acceptable, but not necessary, to 
let go with the hand that is furthest 
away from the boat. Keep both hands 

on the handle until you reach the top of 
your altitude, as it will help to keep you 
square in the air. Some people find it 
easier to hold onto the handle with both 
hands throughout the entire flip. If you 
must let go with one hand, it is impor-
tant to keep your elbow close to your 
hip and not to let the handle get away 
from you, so that you can re-grab the 
handle just before you land. This will 
allow some give when the rope comes 
tight upon landing. If you feel a 
tremendous tug on the rope in the air 
with only one hand on the handle, it 
means you need to hang on longer with 
both hands. A common mistake is to let 
go too early, which will cause you to be 
pulled out the side. Let go with the far 
hand only after the tension has sub-
sided. 

As for the approach, you want to 
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start just outside of the spray bubbles 
with a nice easy cut into the wake. Be 
sure to stay on the same angle of attack 
when climbing up the wake and into 
the air. Many beginners let off of their 
edge when the flip starts to happen. 
This is the worst thing you can do 
because it will cause you to fall off-axis, 
similar to what happens when you let 
go too early. If you continue to lean 
away from the boat with your trailing 
shoulder (furthest from the boat) lower 
than your leading shoulder (closest to 
the boat), you will notice that it is much 
easier to keep your balance in the air. 

If you find that you are landing 
hard on the back of the foil, you are 
under-rotating and need to throw the 
trick harder. Personally, I would rather 
over-rotate the front flip because it's 
possible to slow down the rotation when 

you get to the point where you have 
rotated enough. If you under-rotate, 
you will have a harder time adjusting 
your entry position and riding away. 

I recommend using non- or low-
stretch rope for the front flip. There is 
so much tension on the rope during this 
trick that a stretchy rope may give you 
a huge amount of slack. If you try to 
hang on to a tough landing with a 
stretchy rope, you may actually put the 
rope into the boat, which is dangerous 
for the passengers and driver. 

I also recommend using a trick 
release and having an experienced 
operator at the controls. A late pin can 
mean an early trip to the ER. Helmets 
are also an option for people who feel 
the need for extra protection and a bit 
more security for extra confidence. 
Feeling comfortable is very important. 

If you are not comfortable with your 
surroundings, it can cause you to per-
form poorly. A coast guard approved life 
preserver also will help when sitting in 
the water waiting to be picked up. 

For more help on this trick or any 
other water skiing hurdles, feel free to 
contact me at angeleeno@aol.com. I 
offer tips via e-mail, as well as lessons 
at my home. Have fun, and remember, 
safety first! 6 

Geno Yauchler was the 2002 
Pro Hydrofoil Tour Champion and 
the 2003 Hydrofoil 
World Champion. 
He was the No.1-
ranked hydro toiler 
in 2003. Yauchler's 
sponsors include Air 
Chair; MasterCraft, 
and Overton's. 
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EXPERIENCE 
Hal/ of Fame and Museum 

Hall of Fame 
Inductee 

Tory Baggiano 

Hall of Fame Weekend 
Aga 23-05 

Hall of Fame Activities 

Friday, April 03 
13:30 a.m. - Golf tournament 
5:30 p.m. - Social 

Saturday, April 24 
Ii a.m.-0 p.m. - Open House 
5:45 p.m. - induction Banquet 

Sunday, April 25 
a.m. - AWSEF Membership & 
Board Meeting 

For more information, go to: 
waterskihalloffame.com 

Trivia Question 
These -are the mixed doubles 
competitors in the 1950 Southern 
Regional Championships in 
Birmingham. Ala. What is unusual 
about one couple in particular? 
Answer on page 50 

Award of Distinction 
Recipients 

Leah Rawls-Atkins 

Dick Dinette 

Gary Krupa 

Ken White 
(posthumously) 

Bawls 

The AWSEF is developing a water ski lake adjacent to the Hall of Fame I& 
Museum. Once the lake itself is completed. funds and volunteer help will 
still be needed to complete the project. Some of the essential items 
needed include a paved road • architectural plans for a pavilion: construc-
tion of a boat ramp: and landscaping materials. You can help with in-kind 
or financial donations. Please complete the form below and send in 'Jour 
donation todag. A special thanks is extended to the following donors. 

Paul & Sarah Allebach 
William Beach 
Chip Chipman 
Bill lc Janet Cooper 
Diablo Ski Dub 
Roger & Sail Dilling 
Tom & Trudi Dusin 
Jean Shave 
Golden Sate Ski Dub 
Seater Miami Ski Dub 
hUjs & Lynda Hammel 

Hank's Pond Ski Team 
Jack L. Hendricks Ill 

Jahn & Anusia Hirsch 
Sam & Ad/errs Ingram 

Edwin Kirkland 
Steve & Ann Lahr 

Carol & Shawn O'Brien 
Mary Pelto 

Doug & Cynda Robbins 
Ed Roberts 

Kathleen Ann Salt/Inc 

Sierra Springs 
Swiss Ski School 
Charles illgner Ill 

Ham Wallace 
Watergate Ski Team 

AVVSA Realms: 
Eastern Individuals 

Midwest 
Southern 
Western 

Lake Contribution Form 

Name 

Address 

City ST __;ip 

 is my contribution to the lake. 

Payment t e: Visa MC 

Card # 

/Your contribution is t'llat

Send to: Efill310 Lone, 

Check --1payable to AWSEF) 

exp. date  

ctlble as allowed by law) 

FF. 1251 Holy Cow Road, Polk City, FL 33858-8200 
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Wade's World 
U.S. athlete Wade Cox carves through 
slalom course near his home in Orlando, Fla. 

Photograph by Thomas Gustafson 
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Athletes, Teams & Volunteers 
Honored For Accomplishments 

U SA Water Ski and its eight sport 
divisions recognized some of the 
top accomplishments of U.S. ath-

letes, teams and volunteers in January 
at USA Water Ski's annual Mid-Winter 
Board Meeting in Polk City, Fla. 

Honored by USA Water Ski were 
Will Bush (Award of Merit), the U.S. 
Elite Water Ski Team (Team of the 
Year), Jimmy Siemers and Regina 
Jaquess (Athletes of the Year and 
James E. Sullivan Award nominees), 
Mike Meek (National Coach of the 
Year), David Dammann 
(Developmental Coach of the Year) and 
John Kniesly (Volunteer Coach of the 
Year). 

The American Water Ski 
Association also honored Siemers (Male 
Athlete of the Year and Jumper of the 
Year); Jaquess (Female Athlete of the 
Year and Overall Skier of the Year); the 
U.S. Elite Water Ski Team (Team of the 
Year); Jeff Rodgers (Slalom Skier of the 
Year); Mandy Nightingale (Tricks Skier 
of the Year); Michelle Simpson (Rising 
Superstar) and Wayne Canfield 
(Volunteer of the Year). 

The Rock Aqua Jays Water Ski 
Club was the recipient of the National 
Show Ski Association's Team of the 
Year award. 

The National Collegiate Water Ski 
Association honored the University of 
Louisiana-Lafayette as Team of the 
Year. 

The American Barefoot Club 
selected Al Morrison and Dawn Farrell 
as its Male and Female Athletes of the 
Year. 

The American Kneeboard 
Association selected Kevin Felver and 
Alisa Piper as its Male and Female 
Athletes of Year. 

The National Water Ski Racing 
Association tabbed Martie Wells and 
Janine Doherty its Male and Female 
Athletes of the Year. 

Will Bush (right) accepts the Award of Merit 
from USA Water Ski President therm Schraft. 

Regina laquess, USA Water Ski's 2003 Female 
Athlete of the Year, addresses guests at the annual 
awards reception, Jan. 17, in Lakeland, Fla. 

The Water Skiers with Disabilities 
Association honored Joe Ray and Katie 
Mawby as its Male and Female 
Athletes of the Year. 

The American Wakeboard 
Association honored Chris Laske as its 
Athlete of the Year. 
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n1 beitehfront hotel on gain O'Lakes 

1823 Cypress Gardens Blvd. L.—/ Winter Haven, FL 33884 • Ph 863.324.6320 
Fax 863.326.1133 • For reservations only: USA & Canada 866.557.6994 • 

www.lakeroybeachinn.com Call for a 15% off discount! 
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USA Water Ski Board 
Approves Bylaws Changes 

At the meeting of the USA Water 
Ski board of directors on Jan. 18, 

the following changes were approved 
and are being brought to members' 
attention for review per Article XI 
Amendments of the USA Water Ski 
Bylaws. These changes will become 
effective on March 19, 2004, unless a 
referendum is called for per Article 
XI Amendments of the USA Water 
Ski Bylaws. To view the full version 
of the current bylaws, go to 
USAWATERSKIorg. 

Change 1: 
Changed the name of the 

Executive and Finance Committee 
to the Executive Committee. This is 
to have the name consistent 
throughout the organization so that 
when we refer to the Executive 
Committee the wording will be 
understood and consistent through-
out, without having to define each 
acronym that has been used in the 
past by the Sports Disciplines. 

Change 2: 
Added a new Section F to Article 

IX defining a protected event as it 
relates to the athlete. This is 
required by the USOC to further 
protect all of our athletes in protect-
ed competitions. 

F The USOC Code of Conduct 
and Grievance Procedures 
apply when the event is an 
Olympic event, Pan Am event 
or a protected event sanctioned 
or approved by USA Water 
Ski. A protected event is 
defined as an individual event 
that will produce a result or 
score on a currently recognized 
International Standings List 
(as approved and recognized 
by the NGB) that can be used 
to qualify for Team selection 
by the athlete. 

Change 3: 
Added a new Section G to Article 

IX that will extend any disciplinary 
actions to include all of the Sports 
Disciplines of USA Water Ski. 

G The final decision rendered by 
the USA Water Ski board of 
directors and/or the USOC on 
an Appeal, Grievance or 
Disciplinary Action involving 
a member shall apply to 
his/her membership in all of 
the Sports Disciplines of USA 
Water Ski. 
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REgion 
Roundup 

Eastern 

Mid-Winter Meeting & Clinics Held 
The 2004 Eastern Region's annual winter 

meetings and clinics were held Jan. 10-11. 
There was a lot of productive dialogue on 
many topics at the meeting on Saturday, and 
the clinics were well attended on Sunday. 
Clinics were held for judges, scorers, drivers 
and safety personnel. A clinic on speed con-
trol also was held. Special thanks are 
extended to Ralph Hall for his informative 
presentation on speed control; Dean Rudy, 
Roger Hammel and Steve Lohr for adminis-
tering the judges clinic; Ann Lohr for admin-
istering the scorers clinic; Suzan Andrews 
and Pat Byrne for conducting the safety clin-
ic; and Gary Noll for coordinating all of the 
meetings and clinics. 

Remembering Gertha Hancock 
The Eastern Region lost a dedicated offi-

cial a fine person and friend to all when 
Gertha Hancock died in January after suf-
fering a brain aneurism. Gertha served as 
the chief scorer of the 2000 Regionals at 
Lake Holly, and was deservingly awarded 
the James Sylvester Award for sportsman-
ship and integrity that year. Along with her 
husband, James, she scored many local tour-
naments in the Eastern Region as well as 
many Eastern Regional Championships. 
Gertha's extended water ski family in 
Virginia and throughout the Eastern Region 
will miss her friendly smile, helpful nature 
and warm demeanor. 

Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed to serve on the 

Junior Development Committee, 
Membership Development Committee, and 
to assist Leslie Carr as guidebook coordina-
tor. Please contact Doug Robbins at (724) 
816-1995 or drobbins96@comcast.net. 

— Doug Robbins 
drobbins96@comcast.net 

Southern Region 

Dammann Honored 
Congratulations to Dave Dammann of 

Tennessee for being awarded the 2003 
Developmental Coach of the Year Award by 
the American Water Ski Association. Dave 
has been a leader in junior development in 
the Southern Region for years. 

Membership Growth A Priority 
The Southern Region is making a major 

effort to increase our membership this year. 
It is looking at ways to make tournaments 
more fun, such as adopting the 5-Star sanc-
tioning process at most Class C tourna-
ments. The region also is working on some 
new ideas to promote the sport. 

Searching For Club of the Year 
AWSA Southern Region clubs are plan-

ning an all-out effort to win the 2004 USA 
Water Ski Club of the Year contest. Any ski 
club in the region interested in 
participating should contact Jim Jaquess. 

— Jim Jaquess 
jjctquess@bellsouth.net 

Midwest 

Region Council Meeting Held 
The mid-winter meeting of the Midwest 

Region Council was held in Chicago on Jan. 
10. We had 100 percent attendance from the 
state council representatives as well as 
national directors. The council welcomed 
Pat Cook, new councilperson from Iowa. The 
council also approved the following officials 
for the 2004 Regionals in DuQuoin, Ill.: 
Larry Smith (chief judge), Diana Woodland 
(chief scorer) and Greg Chapman (chief driv-
er). Officials selected for the 2004 Nationals 
in West Palm Beach, Fla., are: Larry Smith 
and Bill Murbach (appointed judges); Janice 
Prociw, Kelly Dlugosh and Don Bucher 
(assigned judges); Janet Piercy, and Kate 
Knafla (appointed scorers); and Dean 
Chappell and Greg Chapman (appointed 
drivers). 

— Don Bucher 
dbucher@kconline.com 

South Central 

Winter Meeting Held 
The South Central winter membership 

and council meetings took place Jan. 10-11 
in Shreveport, La. One of the major issues 
discussed was the classification of the 2004 
South Central Regional Championships that 
will be held at the Lakes of Cypress Hills. 
After an in-depth discussion the region 
decided to run all divisions of the Regionals 
as Class E. The region also elected to lower 
regional entry qualifications for Boys 3 and 
Men 1 from a Masters to Expert. 
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Judges Tabbed For Regionals & Nationals 
The South Central Region appointed the 

following officials to the 2004 Regionals: 
Gary Weidman (chief judge), Jeran Hooten 
(assistant chief judge), T. Caldwell (assistant 
chief judge), Mike Lee (appointed judge), 
Phil Chase (appointed judge), Mary Gaile 
Holcomb (appointed judge), Margaret Ann 
Woodard (appointed judge), Mark Peterson 
(appointed judge), Jerry Bautsch (chief driv-
er), David West (assistant chief driver), 
Darren Landry (appointed driver), Pat 
Holland (appointed driver), Chip Chipman 
(appointed driver), Tim Cost (appointed 
driver), Ralph Armstrong (alternate driver), 
David Bebee (alternate driver), Denise 
Caldwell (chief scorer), Robert Howerton 
(assistant chief scorer), Janet Hooten 
(appointed scorer), Jerry Woodard (appoint-
ed scorer), Darren Tepe (appointed scorer), 
Kenneth Tanner (chief safety director), Tim 
Robinson (chief technical controller), Tom 
Dusin (assistant chief technical controller), 
Melissa Peterson (assignments coordinator) 
and Tony Lightfoot (announcer). 

The following officials have been appoint-
ed to the Nationals: Tim Robinson (appoint-
ed judge), Phil Chase (appointed judge), Bob 
Mayhew (appointed judge), Jeffry 
Armstrong (appointed judge), Jeran Hooten 
(appointed judge), Jerry Bautsch (appointed 
driver), Tim Cost (appointed driver), Terrie 
West (appointed scorer) and Robert 
Howerton (appointed scorer). 

— Peter Chase 
peteski@evl.net 

isitelgInes 
Ars 

PROPS HOSE 

MerCruiser 
Replacements 

DISCOUNT INBOARD MARINE 

• Tournament Ski Boat Specialists 
offering 

Technical & Troubleshooting Assistance 
for inboard engines and drivetrains. 
"The Official Engine Parts Supplier 

of USA Water Ski" 

Shop our Tournament Ski Boat Store 
WWW.SKIDIM.com 

Worldwide Fax: (803-345-0792) 
Tel: (803) 345-0996 Fax: (800) 510-9174 
Visa • Mastercard • COD • American Express • Discover 
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ABC 
Footnotes 

Board Holds Winter Meeting 
The American Barefoot Club's board of 

directors and honorary members held the 
2004 winter board meeting, Jan. 17-18, in 
Polk City, Fla. 

The first day of the board meeting focused 
on general discussion, regional reports and 
committee reports. The second day focused on 
strategic planning. Directors from all five 
regions were represented. Voting members 
unanimously approved Mike Hartman of 
South Central Region as acting chairman of 
the board until the summer board Meeting in 
August. 

Board Thanks Donors 
The ABC thanks the people who have con-

tributed more than $3,200 to the U.S. 
Barefoot Teams and encourages those who 
have not yet donated to do so to help us meet 
our goal of $25,000. All of our members and 
friends can and do make a difference. We 
appreciate your continued generosity. Please 
make your checks payable to the American 
Barefoot Club and mail them to: Kerry Ross, 
P.O. Box 1203, Frederick, CO 80530. 

ABC Clothing For Sale 
ABC sweatshirts and polo shirts will soon 

be available at barefoot.org. Please visit the 
Web site often for all of the latest news, 
schedules of events and information. 

— Kern Ross 
kerri.ross@lmco.com 

AKA 
Backrap 

Committee Chairs Announced 
AKA committee chairpersons for 2004 have 

been announced. The board listens and acts 
upon proposals of the committees. Let your 
voice be heard by contacting any of the fol-
lowing members: Paula Felver, Backrap 
(paula@felvercom); George Rohner, Bylaws-
Financial (TR672GR@aoLcom); Doris 
Rohner, International Activities 
(Kneeboardus@aol.com); Chestley Vann, 
Manufacturers Liaison (Cavann3@aol.com); 
Suzanne Kimrey, National Registrar-
Membership Development 
(suzannek@stis.net): Kenny Stuart, 
Nominating (kstank@tds.net); Andy Ladda, 
Officials and Drivers (Aladda@aol.com); 
Anita McDonner, Records Performance-
Statistician (kneeboardrnama@cox-
internet.com); and Lisa CaIdes, Rules 
(Lisacaldes@hotmail.com). 

AKA Board Holds Meeting 
The AKA board held its annual Mid-Winter 

Board Meeting, Jan. 17, at USA Water Ski 
headquarters in Polk City, Fla. The board 
unanimously voted to support Team USA 
financially on its mission to secure the Rider 
Cup at the second International Kneeboard 
Rider Cup, July 24-25, in London, England. 

The board also ratified proposals to bring 
grievance and disciplinary measures in com-
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C  
raffles INVORPORATED 

Boat cradles for all types of boats & 
personal watercraft 

All your babies should have one! 
LP-22 pressure treated 
bunks, carpeted and 
custom-fitted 

16 aluminum 
alloy construction 

3/4" stainless steel 
U bolts 

All join s 
M.I.G. welded 

Highway 19 

P.O. Box 1667 
Umatilla, FL 32784 

(352) 669-3355 • (800) 318-1017 
800# Florida only 

pliance to USA Water Ski mandate. Voting 
rights have been changed from 13 to 18 years 
old 

Two Tricks Approved 
Competitors now may receive credit for a 

tick tock (TT) and its reverse (RTT). Ken 
Stuart of Blue Ridge, Ga., submitted the 
tricks, and each trick will be scored 100 
points. The skier uses the wake for lift. While 
in the air, the skier rotates the tip of the 
board 90 degrees from its original direction 
and back to its original direction before land-
ing. The reverse requires the skier to rotate 
the board in the opposite direction and back 
before landing. Grab bonus points will apply 
provided all other criteria for grab points are 
met. 

— Doris Rohner 
KneeboardusGaol.corn 

Junior 
Development 

National 

Opinions Welcome 
If you have questions or comments regard-

ing anything concerning junior development, 
please contact the Junior Development 
Committee. Your comments and questions 
will be answered or redirected to the appro-
priate person. We want to hear your opinions. 
Please e-mail deblamb2838580@es.com. 

— Debbie Lamb 
Deblamb2838580@cs.com 

South Central 

Junior Development Camp Planned 
For the third consecutive year, Bennett's 

Water Ski School in Zachary, La., will host a 
junior development camp, June 14-18, for the 
South Central Region's junior skiers. If you 
know of a skier who would be interested in 
attending, please have them contact 
Bennett's at 1-800-869-7297. 

Ski Haven To Host Event 
The 2004 Junior Development Clinic and 

Tournament will be held July 
9-11, at Ski Haven in Justin, Texas. The clin-
ic will be held on Friday and the two-round 
Class C tournament will be on Saturday and 
Sunday. Look for additional details in the 
2004 South Central Regional 'Iburnament 
Guide. 

Junior Raffle Planned 
The Junior Development Committee will 

once again raffle a brand new slalom or trick 
ski at this year's Regionals' banquet in 
Houston. Tickets are $20 each and only 120 
will be sold. Contact a Junior Development 
Committee member in your area for tickets, 
or send $20 per ticket to: SCR JD Raffle, P.O. 
Box 5208, Shreveport, LA 71135. 

— Joe Darwin 
joe.Darwin@dhl.com 
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AWSA 
Competition 

AWSA Rules Changes Announced 
For a complete summary of AWSA rules 

changes, please visit USAWATERSKI.org 

New Membership Numbers Issued 
All members will receive new membership 

numbers starting with the 2004 calendar year. 
Your new membership number must be used 
when entering tournaments. Old membership 
numbers (SS or 999) are no longer valid. 
Please bring your membership card to all 
tournaments to ensure your scores are import-
ed correctly into the seeding program and that 
you are given credit for officiating. 

Skier-List Sharing Discontinued 
Tournament directors, registrars, and scor-

ers are asked to discontinue the use of "skier-
list sharing." While this has long been a labor-
saving approach for registrars and scorers, it 
leads to the perpetuation of inaccurate infor-
mation and old membership numbers, which 
are no longer accurate. 

Officials Ratings Must Be Maintained 
All AWSA judges and scorers are reminded 

that 2004 is the second year of the two-year 
renewal cycle. All judges and scorers must 
work at least four tournaments between Jan. 
1, 2003 and Dec. 31, 2004, to maintain their 
officials' rating. 

— Chris Prunty 
cprunty@usawaterski.org 

NCWSA 
Collegiate 

Annual Board Meeting Held 
The National Collegiate Water Ski 

Association's board of directors met on Jan.16 
in Lakeland, Fla. Some of the major discus-
sions at the meeting included preparation of 
new Nationals and All-Stars' standards; schol-
arship applications and awards procedures; 
two-division versus one-division Nationals; 
team development; and membership growth. 
The one major change approved by the board 
involved the method of scoring at collegiate 
tournaments. Beginning in the spring, all 
skiers in each event will have value whether 
they score or not. Instead of first place being 
10 times the number of skiers that score in an 
event, the new rule will be simply 10 times the 
number of skiers in the event. 

In other news, Robert Thayer was reelected 
NCWSA secretary and Troy Hamilton was 
reelected treasurer. Elections also were held 
for the new position of NCWSA honorary 
director for life. Elected to those positions 
were: Carole Walker, Barbara Stailing, Dr. 
Bob King, Bill Schneiderwind, Troy Hamilton 
and Phil Chase. The board also selected Chase 
as coach of the U.S. Team that will represent 
the United States at the FISU World 
Championships in Balakovo, Russia. Jeff 
Surdej, who managed the U.S. Team that won 
the collegiate world championships in Tianjin. 
China, was again selected as team manager. 

Scholarship Applications Being Finalized 
The new Correct Craft, MasterCraft and 

ED Walker scholarships will have an applica-
tion deadline of May 1, 2004, and will be fund-
ed in September. Details were not finalized at 
press time, however, everything will be posted 
on newsa.com as soon as they become avail-
able. In addition to established students 
(sophomores and above), these scholarships 
will be available to incoming freshman who 
have been recruited to ski for NCWSA mem-
ber teams. They will be used to motivate our 
junior development skiers in addition to mak-
ing many teams more competitive. 

NCRdb-15 Available 
The 15th edition of the National 

Recruitment Database is now complete and 
available to NCWSA teams. If you are nearing 
the end of your junior development career, 
make sure you log onto NCWSA.com and fill 
out the form so our teams will know who you 
are, what you can do and when you will be 
coming to school. 

— Phil Chase 
phkhase@rwl.com 

NSSA 
Show Ski 

Division 2 Nationals Seeks Teams 
The 2004 Division 2 MasterCraft Show Ski 

National Championships will be held Aug. 6-8 
in Evansdale, Iowa. This marks the fourth 
year for the national tournament that was 

established to give teams that didn't qualify to 
compete at the Division 1 Nationals an oppor-
tunity to still show their stuff on a national 
stage. The Division 2 Nationals also has indi-
vidual competitions with doubles, swivel and 
team jumping. 

For more information, including the regis-
tration deadline and rules, please contact Bill 
Dunkelberger at billo/unkffihotmail.com. 

— Mark Poulos 
mp1100@msn.com 

USHA 
Hydrofoil 

2004 Fly-Ins Scheduled 
The following Fly Ins are scheduled for 

2004: 5th Annual Florida Fly In, April 1-4, 
Lake Placid, Fla.; 5th Annual Tennessee Fly 
In, June 17-20, Dale Hollow Lake, Tenn.; 4th 
Annual Great Lakes Fly In, Sept. 10-12.; 6th 
Annual Texas Fly In, Sept. 24-27, on the 
Brazos River.; Parker, Ariz., Fly In, Oct. 8-
11.; and 2nd Annual False River Fly In, Oct. 
22-24. 

— Brad Scott 
brad@airjunky.com 

Subscribe to 
The Water Skier today. 

(863) 324-4341 or 
www.USAWATERSKI.org 

barts.com, 
-4SISMIOS

Lowest price4 
on waterskis 
in the USA 

1-800-348-5016 • 7581 E. 800 N. North Webster, IN 46555 
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SLALOM 

"The ultimate portable slalom course" 

*COMPACT TELESCOPING BOOM SECTIONS* 

NO assembly or tools required. Polypropylene or 
vinyl coated stainless steel mainline. 

Lifetime Warranty on both. 

• Set up in as little as 12 minutes 
(Call for Video!) 

• Portable or permanent 
• No assembly required 
• No swimming or diving 
• AWSA tournament level accuracy 
• River adapters 
• Stores easily inside your boat 
• Lifetime Warranty on Mainline 
• International shipping 

I 

OFFICIAL PORTABLE 
SLALOM COURSE OF THE: 
U.S. PRO WATER SKI TOUR 

USA WATER SKI (AWSA) 
NSL - NATIONAL SKI LEAGUE 

Complete 6 buoy course pictured 

The easiest 
of the group to 

install and remove 
-WaterSki Magazine 

Used by World Slalom 
Champion Lucky Lowe. 

Order Now! 1-800-723-4453 
325-554-49771 • Fax .325-554-9772 

www.insta-slalom.com mmonms=  CI] 

AMERICAN SKIER 
2003 American Skier Comp, Maroon and White, 20', 5.7L 
EFI. PerfectPass 6.5, Bimini top, Sony stereo/CD player, 
cover, trailer with brakes. 23 hours; $23,900 OBO. (978) 
975-1515. MA 

2002 American Skier Limited Edition Pro, 325HP, 
PerfectPass w/ Duel Timers and Switch, Trailer w/Brakes & 
Fold up Hitch, Cover, Sony CD Stereo, Bimini Top, Ski 
Locker, Built to ABYC Standards, 100% Composite 
Construction. $24,500. Call (318) 674-3794 or (318) 746-
6258. 

HYDRODYNE 
1989 Hydrodyne Family Skier in original excellent condition. 
Garage kept since new. Also has matching Eagle trailer and 
Mariner 200HP outboard. $9,000. 0130. 270-519-1974. 

1978 Hydrodyne Tournament Skier with an 898 Mercruiser 
(Chew V-8) on original hydrodyne trailer. Runs and looks 
great. $5,000. 0130. 270-519-1974. 

INFINITY 
2002 2X-1 Promo, Natural hull w/red accent, PerfectPass, 
Bimini top, rear seats, Factory single axle trailer with brakes, 
Excellent condition, Approximately 100 hrs. Delivery possi-
ble. Price reduced $23,000. Tom Dusin (281) 255-8782, 
tdusin@earthlink.net. TX 

MAL III! 
2003 Malibu Response 365HP Hammerhead Engine, 
PerfectPass 6.4, wedge bracket, ssp, red/gray/black, stain-
less under gear and exhaust, lifting eye hook, heater, hot 
water shower, jump seats, matching trailer w/ brakes and 
swing away hitch. 200 hours, garaged w/ great mainte-
nance records. $27,900 Call Brian 406-443-7996 or 
heeney@mt.net 

2003 Malibu Sportster LX, 375HP with wedge 
plate and trailer. Only 100 hours. Asking 
$26,450. For further information, contact Chuck 
Bender at (920) 731-9550 (WI) or e-mail 
barefootcharlieb@aol.com 

2003 Malibu Sportster LX, 310HP with wedge plate and 
trailer. Only 100 hours. Asking $23,000. For further infor-
mation, contact Chuck Bender at (920) 731-9550 (WI) or 
e-mail barefootcharliebeaol.com 

2003 Malibu LX(i). All options. Just completed "10 hour 
service." Please call George. 214-559-4908 

1998 Malibu Response. Closed bow. Wedge, CD, depth 
finder, clock, cover, trailer. 325HP fuel injected, green, 
single owner. Very clean, 451 hours $18,000 negotiable, 
Truman Lake, Missouri. Email for photos: 
Elmoreac@umredu. 

MASTENCRAFT 
2003 MasterCraft Prostar 197, power slot, open bow, 
PerfectPass, Boat Cover, red and white with matching trail-
er. Less than 200 hours. $31,000. Call Tom at 205-348-
6795 or 205-339-2376 (h). 

2002 MasterCraft Tournament Team 197, Open bow, 
PerfectPass, Heater, CD player, Cadillac Northstar engine, 
Tandem trailer, 4 wheel disc brakes, Tower, Bimini top, 
Other accessories. Transferable warranty. Asking $32,000. 
Contact Richard at (209) 874-3136 

1995 MasterCraft ProStar 195. Excellent Condition. Always 
Garaged. New CD Player. Includes a 2002 MasterCraft 
Trailer. Will let go for $16,900. Well below book value. 
http://photos.yahoo.com/rjkeetch or call (702)455-5003 or 
(509) 879-1142 

1991 MasterCraft Prostar 190 Powerslot, Red/White, MC 
Trailer, PerfectPass, Back Seat, Heater, Cover, Bimini, Stereo, 
Spare Tire, Original Owner. $12,500. (260) 439-2227 or 
e-mail pauLgoldman@indsys.ge.com 

1989 MasterCraft ProStar 190, 1050 hours on one owner 
boat, galvanized trailer w/ spare tire, clean, gel coat still 
shinny priced to sell at $7,500. (301) 428-1043 or 
sysysv@aol.com 
raunsur 
2003 Ski Nautique Limited, Midnight Blue Hull w/Silver 
Cloud Deck & Titanium Stripe. PerfectPass Digital Pro 
w/switch and timers, AM/FM/CD Stereo, Keyless Ignition, 
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Bimini Top, Ramlin Trailer, extras. Very low hours, 
garage kept. Richard Moyer (251) 747-5382, 
moyerfrd@gulftel.com 

2003 Ski Nautique, Dark Red w/Titanium, 330 Excalibur 
PerfectPass Pro, Bimini Top, CD Stereo, Ramlin Trailer 
w/Brakes, Cover, Remainder of 5-year Transferable 
Warranty, Perfect Condition. $29,000. Call: (580) 248-
9077 or (580) 250-0700. 

2002 Ski Nautique, Neutral w/black/gray stripe. GT-40, 
6.4 PerfectPass w/ jump & slalom switches. Tan bimini 
top, CD stereo, rear seat, Ramlin trailer, 220 fresh water 
hours. Excellent condition! A great price, only $26,700. 
Georgia. Call Bill at 478-994-4911 or 478-335-5566 
Email: southH20@aol.com 

2000 Ski Nautique, gray on white w/red striping, GT-40, 
PerfectPass Pro, red/white stripe bimini, cover, Eagle gal-
vanized trailer w/brakes, burglar alarm. Private fresh 
water lake only, excellent condition! Will accept deposit 
for spring delivery, priced to sell at $19,500 (Maryland) 
301-428-1043 or e-mail sysysv@aol.com for pictures 

2000 Correct Craft Ski Nautique, GT-40, PerfectPass 
Digital Pro 6.4, low hours, stereo, very clean, stored in 
boathouse on freshwater lake, off-white/Masters green, 
rear seat, bimini top, cover, galvanized trailer (hardly 
used) $22,900. Phil (850) 994-1143 (Pensacola, FL area) 

SANGER 
2003 Barefoot Sanger DX II. Blue/white w/checkerboard 
graphics. 330HP Black Scorpion, Digital package, depth 
gauge, hot water shower, heater, barefoot package, 
custom cover, skylon, trailer w/brakes & break-away 
tongue. $28,500. Call (404) 403-2778 Atlanta, GA 

1999 Barefoot Sanger DXII, Purple/TealNellow/Black on 
White. 330HP Black Scorpion, hot water shower, heater, 
barefoot package, boom, cover, skylon, 
ragtop, trailer, breakaway tongue, 2 extra propellers. 
Call Sue (631) 789-1830 Long Island, NY. $19,000 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
PerfectPass $700 OBO; KD 7000 Slalom 67" $195 
OBO; Connelly Concept Slalom $195 OBO. Call (708) 
423-8987 

GOODE 9100 - 65.5" 160AMP, 67" Stiletto. (260) 439-
2227 e-mail paul.goldman@findsys.ge.com 

Counter rotating lower units: one to fit 2.5 Block 
Mercury 200HP Outboard. $1,500. Two units to fit 
Evinrude, 150HP, 1998-2003. $1,200. For further infor-
mation, contact Chuck Bender at (920) 731-9550 (W) 
ore-mail barefootcharlieb@aol.com 

'03. 03 bought Sept., like new, KD inserts, flexes avail-
able, 5500+ shipping; Call Roger @ (863) 956-1418 or 
s iingjapdogs@msn.corn 

Real Estate 

Private 10 Acre Lake 

Perfect for water skiing included w/ this 34-acre 
estate within 30min. of several all-sports lakes and 
the St. Clair River. Custom home with approx. 4100 
sq. ft. w/ 5BFV3.5BA, walkout to beach, etc! Heated 
barn for boat and toy storage or horse boarding. 
Sellers want it SOLD. Contact Kathy Stockley 
at Willowdale Realty & Dev. Co., Inc. at 
(248) 866-6825. 

ISS a 

Tropical Winter Water Ski Getaway 
Ski in Acapulco this winter! Stay at an all-inclusive 
resort in a private villa, ski on fresh water lagoon 
with slalom course and tournament boats for only 
$980 p.p./week. Contact Steve at sysysv@aol.com or 
(301) 428-1043 

March/April 2004 The Water Skier 

Looking for Lakefront in Central Florida? 

You have found the right agent to get you 
on the water. 

Contact lacy Salber, REALTOR 
(407) 467-2107 or exedge@aoicom 

Keller Williams Realty 

Private Gated Water Ski Community 
2-11 acre lots in Macon, Georgia. 55 minutes to 
Atlanta. Slalom course, Jump, Pavilion, Boat Ramp, 
Private Community with horseriding potential. 
Bill Kerr at Southern Waters — southH200aol.com. 
(478)994-1110 or (478) 335-5566 

Ranch on Private Ski Lake 

Brick home w/ 4BR/3BA, 3-car garage, hardwood 
floors, approx. 5,000 SF finished living area on 5-
Acre lot. Private boathouse w/lift & 55-Acre compe-
tition ski lake w/ slalom course & jump. Only 45 min 
N. of Atlanta in Jefferson, GA $650,000. Call David 
Maxey at (678) 808-1325 or e-mail 
DavidMaxey@kw.com 

Gated Water Ski Community in Orlando Area 

Colonial Estate home on beautiful Lake Hancock in 
SW Orlando near Disney. 4BR/5BA, two 2-car 
garages, 4,200 SF with 600+ AC garage, all-brick 
home with upgrades galore. Three slalom courses. 
Call Sean Oakley at (407) 697-1350., Re/Max 
Property SW Inc. 

• 

Water Ski Lake Lots for Sale 
3/4 acre Waterfront and Off-water lots available 
starting at $33,500. Contact: Joe Darwin 
(318) 747-4149 - www.lakesatcottonwood.com 

Lot For Sale — (ago Santa Fe 
1 acre lot on exclusive lake R3 at Lago Santa Fe Texas 
site of the 2002 and 2003 National Championships. 
Excellent lot for viewing tournaments and enjoying 
lake-front living. Lot includes boat house and lift. 
Only 5 minutes from shopping and 20 minutes from 
downtown Houston. $105,000. For more informa-
tion call (979) 865-9796 or e-mail: jlt908@msn.com 

www.USAWATERSKI.org 

buy • sell • barter • shop 

Central Florida 
Lots for sale starting at $49,000.00 

Sunset Landing Lakeview 
and lakefront lots, 

Home of Jack Travers Sunset Lakes 
www.jacktravers.com 

Deeded restrictions, 
with club membership 

Contact: Lelani Travers (352) 429-9027 

orsunset@atlantic.net 

HOME on PRIVATE SKI LAKE 
Just 2 hours east of Los Angeles. Priced right at 
$179,000; includes home, garage and dock. Call 
Tim @ (909) 970-3750 or e-mail tjm@iinet.com. 

Custom home on private Sunset Ski Lake 
35 miry south of Houston, Texas - 3BR/2BA - 
approx. 2200 sq. ft., open floor plan with great liv-
ing/dining area and large deck for entertaining. 
Approx. 1.3 acre lot, 4 miles south of Angleton, 
Texas. Includes 1/9th share of lake property. Asking 
$143,000 - e-mail jrnshuman@hotmail.com for pics 
or call (713) 412-1516 

Northern California Water Ski Lake Resort 
A development of 30 upscale vacation homes in a 
luxury resort environment on two private ski lakes. 
Owners will enjoy both rental income and unlimited 
use of facilities. Project developed and managed by 
a professional resort management company. Enjoy 
full time boats & drivers, tennis, many other resort 
amenities. Information and pre-development pricing 
contact Timestes@direcway.com. 

Boats & Equipment 

SLALOM TIMING MAGNETS 
Compatible with all speed controls. 

$15.00 each 
ACME & CUTTER props at great pricing!! 

610-566-5569 
www.rosevolteysport.7p.corn 

nriniFOCinr C-
All types of skis. wakeboarcls, barefoot 
equipment, suits. vests, ropes, and pans. 

( 1 -800 -949 -Fl .MO 

Shop Online at i.vo %X . kee !musing 
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DYNA-SKI TWIN RIGS 
DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURER 

Also specializing in repairing 1960's, 1970's 
1980's HYDRODYNE COMPETITION SKI BOATS 
and other model fiberglass boats. 37 years 
experience. 
FIBERGLASS PRODUCTS & BOAT REPAIR 

RO. Box 219 State Road 1 
Saint Joe, IN 46785 

Phone: (260) 337-5636 
Toll-Free 800-861-8094 
Fax: (260) 337-1274 

For Sale: Reconditioned 1989 & 1991 
Hydroclyne Twin Rigs! 

ATTENTION: Torn Miller 

SKIER TO SKIER 
World's Largest Manufacturer 

of Timing Magnets 

Discounts to USA Water Ski members 
PerfectPass Speed Control 

• Timing Magnets - Four sizes available 
OJ Props 

• Latex Tubing 
• Plastic Clips 

Check out web site for all 
new FREE slalom timing card 

order online at wvvw.skiertoskier.com 
Call Max at 1-877-603-8277 

1/4C eaan* 
SI OR IS INC %Jr, 11•1111•17111•11011117 

Show Ski Equipment! 
Wakeboards. bindings, helmets, 
ropes, skis, booms, matching team 
shorts & more! 

Toll Free: 866-671-4542 www.banabsports.com 

Photos tioatg.

Camps 
Summer Ski Instructors Wanted 

Kamp Kohut, an amazing summer residential 
camp on magnificent Lake Thompson, is seeking 
outstanding Water Ski Instructors for children ages 
7 - 16. Apply on-line: www.kampkohut.com or 
call 1-888-465-6488. Competitive salary, room, 
board, travel, college credit, laundry all included. 

SKI BEAUTIFUL MAINE LAKES 
Waterski & wakeboard 

Instructors Wanted 
- for - 

premier children's summer camps in 
beautiful Lake Regions of Maine. 

Incredible facilities including new 2004 
MasterCrafts. Salary, room, board, 

travel allowance. 
Apply at www.thelaurelcamps.com 

800-327-3509, staff@camplaurelcom 

Trivia Answer 
A ixed doubles has moved from the classic three 

I V !event tournaments to show ski tournaments, 
but many of the basics remain the same, a skit, 
costumes, music, and a boy and girl. In many of 
the "modern era tournaments there are some 
great, big guy/small girl, usually, father/daughter 
competitors, but what is unusual in the picture is 
that in 1960, Barb Cooper - third from left - com-
peted as a "big" girl with "small" boy, Warren 
Wolfe. Barb remembers "Warren was so small 

t,if td light that I carried him and we did tricks, lifts 

For full details check us out on the web at. www. 

AMP WE KE E LA 
Premiere co-ed camp on mountain lake set-
ting seeks water ski & wakeboard instructors. 

Also hiring for all Water Sports & WSI. 
Dates: June 17- Aug. 22 

Have the summer of a lifetime in 
beautiful Maine! 

Call 1-888-993-5335 

e-mail: campweorkeela@aol.com 

Apply ay: 
www.campwekeela.com 

Water Ski Instructors 
Outstanding residential camps. 

Picturesque locations, 
exceptional waterfront facilities. 

I !rector an. instructors. Must have boat 
driving exp. Also: swim, canoe, kayak, sail. 

June to August. 
Tripp Lake Camp for  Girls:

1-800-997-4347 
www.tripplakecamp.com to apply on line. 

Camp Takajo for Boys: 
1-800-250-8252 

www.camptakajo.com to apply on line. 

nd I was the school teacher and he was the stu-
dent in our skit." 

Others in the picture, left to right, are Suzy I 
Logan & Bobby Kirtley, Barb and Warren, Norine ; 

 J

Bardill & Howard Ennis and Janie Sims & Eugene 
Bobo. 

J\IFJI/1/ 255-VEI F,11111
111 Without It! 

erfectpass.com 

WakeboardPro 
Just talk to any rider and you will quickly understand 
why the WakeboardPro System is the most requested 

option for today's wakeboarders and their families. 
PerfectPass takes the challenge out of driving while 
our legendary pull turns amateurs into pros and 
gives the pros the ride they need for exceptional 
flight control. 

DigitalPro 
This is the system for serious slalom and three event 

skiers. The DigitalPro is the official speed control 
of the world's most respected events...., and the one 

installed on promotional boats from every ski boat 
manufacturer. 

Offered on virtually every new ski & wakeboard 
model and easily installed on existing boats. Talk to 
your dealer and discover how a PerfectPass will complete 
your water sports experience. 

THE WORLD LEADER IN SPEED CONTROL 

Tel. (902) 468-2150 E-mail: salesaperfectpass.com 
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Ski-Safe Boat Insurance 

Think 
of us as 
a personal 
floatation 
device for 
your wallet. 

Accidents can sink fortunes fast. But one 
call to Ski-Safe can give you top-rated insurance 
protection for your boat or your watercraft. For 
hull damage, on or off the water. For theft. For 
legal action. 

Special coverages and 
competitive rates. 

Ski-Safe was developed for USA Water Ski. That's 
why it offers boat owners many special features like 
protection for promos, clubs, water skiing 
equipment, trailer coverage, even coverage during 
USA Water Ski events. PWC owners win too, with 
exclusive features like automatic medical payments 
coverage. And because Ski-Safe is aimed at 
responsible boaters and PWC owners, rates are 
always competitive. 

More than an insurance program. 
A promise. 

We offer you confidence. Ski-Safe is one of the 
nation's leading recreational marine insurance 
programs, providing unparalleled protection at some 
of the lowest rates around. And with our coast-to-
coast network of professional claims adjusters. you 
can be sure that even if the worst happens, you'll get 
the best possible service and support. 

Administered by the 
Sullivan & Strauss Agency. Inc. 
1 Hollow lane, Lake Success, NY 11042 

Call 1-800-2254560 
For boat and PWC owners - 
it's a life line. 

One call means a fast quote and instant 
coverage. For boater, and PWC owners who've 
learned how to combine horsepower and horse 
sense. Ski-Safe is the affordable way to insure 
that fun times stay that way . . . and that bank 
accounts don't sink. 

Ski-Safe. We make sure you don't get in over 
your head. 

USA 
WATER SKI 
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